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Sunuhu resigns 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bash’s Chief of Staff 
John Simona resigned on Tues- 
day, the White House raid- The 
embattled, outspoken former 
New Hampshire governor, teffing 
Mr. Bnsh that he had ceased to 
be a positive contributor to the 
ad m i n istration, submitted a five- 
page handwritten resignatio n let- 
ter. A separate three-page letter 
from Mr. Bosh accepted Mr. 
Samnm’s resignation "with re- 
luctance, regret and a sense of 
personal loss.” The resignation, 
announced in Mississippi where 
Mr. Bnsh was travelling, is effec- 
tive on Dec. IS. 

Jordan- czech 
agreement signed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Czechoslovakia Tuesday signed a 
programme for the implementa- 
tion of a joint agreement on 
cooperation in cultural and scien- 
tific fields. The programme, 
signed by Dr. SafWan Tonqan, 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Planning, and Czechoslovak 
ambassador to Jordan Frantisek 
Doiezel, provides for cooperation 
in culture, arts, science, educa- 
tion, higher education, sports, 
youth, social development and 
television in the next two yean. 

Gonzalez talks peace, 
trade with Israelis 

TEL AVIV (R) — Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, on the 
first visit by a Spanish head of 
government to the Jewish state, 
told Israeli leaders Monday he 
would work for a just Middle 
East peace. Mr. Gonzalez, who 
tested historic Israeli- Arab peace 
talks in Madrid a month ago, said 
the needs of all sides in the 
conflict needed to be addressed. 
M TMsis a process that carries the 
weight of hope, of peace, mid j 
must guarantee security for Israel 
and guarantee the rights of die 
peoples of the region, the Palesti- 
nian people, the Arab people,” 
he said. Mr. Gonzalez met Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir private- 
ly to discuss the peace process, 
Israel Radio said. Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy said he asked Mr. 
Gonzalez to help Israel to im- 
prove its trade with Europe. 
Trade between Spain and Israel 
was worth $140 uuffioo this year, 
tise radio said. 

Iran executes 2 

TEHRAN (R) — An Iranian 
military court is trying up to 300 
people in a dampdown on crime 
and two men have already been 
executed tor murder and corrup- 
tion, a Tehran newspaper said 
Tuesday. Salam newspaper, 
quoting Tehran’s military pro- 
secutor Mohammad Niazi, said 
one of those executed was a 
member of the armed forces. He 
killed three colleagues and fled to 
a Gulf country after passing on 
military information to fore- 
igners. He was extradited to 
stand trial. The report did not 
give his name, rank or date of 

execution. 

Bhutto to face 
more charges 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A senior 
Pakistani official said on Tuesday 
he planned to bring further 
charges against opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto, accusing her of 
pM Wi t w minrfhtg what he described 
as terrorism. Sind Province Chief 
Minister Jam Sadiq Ali told Ren- 
ters his a dmin i s tra tion was pre- 
paring charges against Ms. Bhut- 
to and her mother Nusrat. Mr. 
Ah is a former member of Ms. 
Bhutto’s Pakistan people’s Party 
(PPP). He left last year when 
President Gtaulam Ishaq Khan 
sacked Ms. Bhutto as. prime 
min ister af t e r she had been in 
power for 20 months. 

Honecker likely to be 
arrested If he 
travels to Chile 

SANTIAGO, Chile (R) — The 

Chilean government said Monday 
that former East German com- 
munist leader Erich Honecker 
would probably be arrested and 
extradited if be travelled to Chile. 
Officials denied German press 
reports that negotiations were 
underway between the Soviet and 
Chilean g over n ment to allow Mr. 
Honecker to spend Christmas 
with his daughter's fondly in 
Chile. 
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Assad — people’s choice by over 99% 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said Tuesday more than 99 per cent of 
voters endorsed a fourth seven-year term for President Hafez AI 
Assad in a yes-or-no ballot. Mr. Assad, 61, who seized power in a 
1970 coup, was the only candidate in Monday’s poll. The 99.982 
per cent approval was announced by Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Harba. Mr. Harba said 6,727,992 of Syria’s 6,786,193 
registered voters took part in the ballot, which followed days of 
pro-Assad demonstrations throughout the country. He said 396 
voted “No,” and 6,726,843 voted “Yes.” There were 753 invalid 
ballots. Mr. Harba extended voting by three hours on Monday 
evening because of the heavy turnout. The outcome was never in 
doubt since Mr. Assad was nominated as the only candidate on 
Nov. 17. 
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Peace negotiators await 
Israelis in Washington 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

ARAB PEACE negotiators 
grathered in Washington Tuesday 
For bilateral negotiations with 
Israel on resolving the decades- 
old Middle East conflict bat faced 
the prospect of finding the Israeli 
chairs vacant at the table 
Wednesday, the date set by the 
sponsors of the peace process. 

First to arrive in Washington 
for the talks was the joint 

Jor tfanian -P atesHnian delegation, 

which said the negotiators wanted 
to go straight into serious talks 
with Israel on substantive issues 
for a Middle East peace settle- 
ment. 

The Syrian and Lebanese de- 
legations were due to arrive later 
in the day. But Israel reaffirmed 
Tuesday it would be absent in 
Washington Wednesday and said 
its delegation would be present 
for the talks beginning Dec. 9. 


Jordan’s chief negotiator 
Abdul Salam Majali said the 
Kingdom’s acceptance of the in- 
vitation to the Washington talks 
came in line with its belief and 
commitment to peace and that it 
would not waste any opportunity 
for a just, peaceful settlement of 
the Middle East conflict. 

“The joint delegation is here 
with hearts and eyes open to 
discuss essential and core issues 
(of the conflict) rather than wast- 
ing time on procedural matters,” 
Dr. Majali said. 

“When peace shows on the 
horizon, we jump at it,” Dr. 
Majali told reporters upon arrival 
at Washington's Dulles airport 

Dr. Majali told a press confer- 
ence Tuesday afternoon that the 
Arabs were in Washington to 
hold peace talks with Israel on 
the basis on U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 242 and 338 — 
land for peace in return for recog- 
nition of Israel and its security. 


“Israeli leaders have consis- 
tently said that they were willing 
to meet any Arab leader at any 
time at any place, but it seems 
that this is not the case *hi« time,” 
Dr. Majali said in a reference to 
Israel’s possible absence at 
Wednesday’s talks. 

“In Madrid, we were ready and 
eager to continue the process 
which began with the opening of 
the peace conference, but the 
Israelis seem not to share this 
view and our genuine desire to 
take advantage of tbs opportun- 
ity and complete the process to- 
wards the final objective .. of 
attaining just and ccunprebensive 
peace in the Middle East,” he 
said. 

“Again, we find ourselves wait- 
ing and looking forward to coil- 
tinning the process, which began 
through the initiative of the two 
co-sponsors of this initiative, the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States, as well as the consent of 


the Jordanians, Palestinians, Sy- 
rians and Lebanese/' he added. 

“Despite all this, we find that 
the other side is absent with no 
justification for its absence,” he 


Shamir: Israel not to attend 
Mideast peace talks this week 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir said Tuesday 
Israel will not show up for Middle 
East peace talks in Washington 
until next week, five days after 
the date set by the United States. 

In an effort to limit the damage 
caused by Israel’s absence on 
Wednesday, Mr. Sh amir dis- 
patched .deputy .minister and 
spokesman Benjamin Netanyahu 
to Washington for a major public 
relations exercise. 

“We will come cm the 9th of 
December,” Mr. Shamir told re- 
porters after a ceremony for a 
Jewish holiday. 

The Jewish state has long said 
it is desperate for peace with tire 
Arabs. Now it faces the embar- 
rassing prospect they wfll appear 
opposite empty Israeli seats at a 
negotiating table. 

The United States has 
announced arrangements for 
Wednesday’s peace talks, which 
the Arab parties have agreed to 
attend, even though Israel will 
boycott the planned opening. 

Israel vowed to stay away to 


show it did not agree with 
Washington dictating every detail 
of the peace process, begun with 
a ceremonial launch at an historic 
Madrid conference a month ago. 

“Well, the peace process will 
go cm,” Mr. Shamir replied, 
when asked whether talks would 
take place tins met. 

brad! wants the Washington 
talks to resume on Dec. 9, instead 
of Wednesday, and move after 
two rounds to a site nearer the 
Middle East 

Palestinians, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria say they will be in 
Wash i ngton on Dec. 4. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who presented 
Israel’s case to world cameras at 
the Madrid co n ference, is ex- 
ported to lead a campaign to 
minimis e the damage caused by 
the absence. 

load Radio said Mr. Netany- 
ahu would also meet U.S. offi- 
cials, including Dennis Ross, a 
key adviser to Secretary of State 
James Baker. Mr. Netanyahu’s 
office would not confirm this. 

Earlier this week, Israeli offi- 


cials said the Jewish state migh t' 
agree to Dec. 4 if the Bush 
administration met its clarifica- 
tions regarding future talks. 

Aside from moving to the re- 
gion after two rounds, Israel 
wanted a timetable giving five- 
day gaps between each meeting 
to stress Israel is holding separate 
talks with each Arab group. 

Mr. Shamir, angered by a U.S. 
refusal to reply, has questioned 
Washington’s role as an honest 
broker. Late on Monday he 1 
warned Israel’s closest ally that 
there was no substitute to direct 
bilateral negotiations with the 
Arabs. 

“No international dement who 
drinks it is able to cfictate (to 
Israel) is a substitute for dfrert, 
free negotiations,” he said at a 
dinner for Spanish Prime Minis- 
ter Felipe Gonzalez. 

“As long as our Arab neigh- 
bour cu even a few of our friends 
mistakenly think (Greet negotia- 
tions can be avoided, with even 

(Continued on page 5) 


“We are ready to negotiate' 
peace. We will be there tomor- 
row, that is the fourth of Decem- 
ber, with the objective of partici- 
pating in direct and substantial 
bilateral talks with Israel if the 
Israeli delegation shows up,” he 
aided. 

“If we find the Israeli chairs 
vacant, then they (brad), not the 
Arabs, are to be blamed for the 
failure to achieve peace.” 

“We do not accept any delay in 
the peace process and we are 
tired of Israel's procrastination 
and its justifications for the delay. 
We really hope that Israel will put 
an end to all these practices and 
methods and to seriously seek 

(Confined on page 5) 

Arafat, 

Assad 

discuss 


roads Burned" muddy" streams: two people 

straggle through gushing water and mud as torrential rains turned 
Amman's streets tafto muddy streams (See page 3) 

} Photo by Yousef AI 'Allan 

Anderson to follow 


Regional 
talks in 
Moscow 
on Jan. 28 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States and the Soviet Union 
said Tuesday they will hold a 
foreign ministers’ conference in 
Moscow ou Jan. 28 and 29 to 
discuss regional Middle East 
issues. 

The conference would be open 
to parties in and beyond the 
Middle East to discuss issues like 
sharing water resources, econo- 
mic development, arms control, 
refugees and the environment 
Some 35 countries are expected 
to be represented. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the announcement of the confer- 
ence was being made simuha- 
nously in Washington and Mos- 
cow. 

The State Department also said 
Tuesday that Arab-Israeli peace 
talks in Washington would be 
held at three sites within a single 
complex of government build- 


peace talks c. . « , 

ao - Steen to freedom 


Ghali appointed U.N. chief 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Boutros Ghali, Ej deputy 
prime minister, * formally 
appointed by the ' - General 

Assembly Tuesday to be 
secretary-general of the United 
Nations for a five-year term be- 
ginning on Jan. 1, 1992. 

The 69-year-old Ghali will suc- 
ceed Javier Perez de Cuellar of 
Peru who completes his second 
five-year term at the helm of the 
world organisation on Dec. 31- 

The assembly adopted by 
acclamation a resolution appoint- 
ing Dr. Ghali that was sponsored 
by all 15 members of the Security 
Council and formally introduced 
by Soviet U.N. Representative 
Yob Vorontsov, the council pres- 
ident for December. 

The council, at a dosed-door 
meeting on Nov. 21, voted to 
recommend Dr. Ghali for the top 
U.N. post, preferring him to a 
dozen other candida t es. 


The Cairo-born Ghali, who 
comes from a wealthy Coptic 
Christian family, will be (he first 
African to head the world orga- 
nisation. 

His predecessors were Trygve 
lie of Norway (1946-43), Dag 
HarnmarskjokV of Sweden (1953- 
61), U Thant of Burma (1961-71), 
Kurt Waldheim of Austria (1972- 
81), and Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
(198291). 

Moments after being escorted 
to tire General Assembly podium 
by the U.N. chief of protocol — a 
fellow Egyptian — Dr. Ghali 
took the oath of office in Arabic, 
one of the U.N.’s six official 
languages. It was ad min ist e red by 
the assembly president, Ambas- 
sador Samir Strihabi of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Dr. Ghali pledged to “exercise 
in all loyalty, discretion and con- 
science the functions entrusted to 
me as secretary-general of the 


United Nations.” 

The oath inducted a promise to 
regulate his conduct “with the 
interest at the United Nations 
only in view, and not to seek or 
accept instructions in regard to 
the performance of my duties 
from any government or other 
authority external to the orga- 
nisation.” 

Dr. Ghali inherits an organisa- 
tion saddled with both debt and 
mounting responsibilities. The 
United Nations is owed nearly $1 
bflfion in unpaid (be s for its 
regular budget and peace- 
keeping operations. 

It is also undertaking new 
peace-keeping responsibilities. 

Dr. Ghali, who is fluent in 
English and French as well as 
Arabic, served for 14 years as 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs before being appoin te d 
deputy prime m i n is te r last May. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Palestine 
liberation Oigsuriration (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and Sy- 
rian President Hafez AI Assad 
discussed Arab-Imdi peace talks 
Tuesday on the eve of the plan- 
ned res um ption of the Middle 
East peace process in Washing- 
ton. 

Presidential spokesman Joub- 
ran Kourieh told Reuters Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
and Foreign Minister Farook AI 
Sbaraa were present at Mr. Ara- 
fat’s meeting with Mr. Assad. 

Arab delegations are dim in 
Washington for Wednesday's 
talks, but Israel says its place at 
the peace table wfll be empty. 

Mr. Arafat is on his third visit 
to Damascus since they patched 
up a longstanding quarrel in 
October when both agreed to 
support the U.S.-brokered talks. 
He earlier visited Cairo and Am- 
man far talks with President Has-, 
ni Mubarak and King Hussein. 

Israel refuses to deal with the 
FLO but the organisation directs 
from behind the scenes the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip members of 
a joint PalestinianrJonJautan de- 
legation. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters on 
arrival in Damascus on Monday 
he would discuss issues related to 
t fr e Washington talks “in which 
we wfll concent ra te on U.N. Re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and the 
imp o rt a nc e of halting Israel set- 
tlements in Arab lands.” 

A Palestinian official said in 
remarks published Tuesday that 
Palestinian negotiators wfll de- 
mand steps towards full auton- 
omy in the occupied territories 
when the talks resume in 
Washington. 

Nabil Shaath, adviser to Mr. 
Arafat, told Bahrain's daily AI 
Ayam Palestinians wanted a oom- 
pScte transfer of power in the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip and 

(Ca nne d on page 5) 


BEIRUT (R) — Terry Ander- 
son, the longest held hostage in 
Lebanon, , wfll be freed Wednes- 
day, a Muslim fund am e n t a list 
source said. 

Word that his release was im- 
minent came hours after another 
American, Alann Steen, was 
freed in Beirut on Tuesday fol- 
lowing 1,773 days in captivity. 

Freedom for Mr. Anderson af- 
ter 2,454 days a prisoner would 
be virtually the final chapter in 
the seven-year hostage drama. 

If he follows Mr. Steen and 
Joseph Qdppio, another Amer- 
ican released Monday, it will 
leave only two German aid work- 
ers in the hands of pro-Iranian 
kidnappers. 

“Terry Anderson will be re- 
leased tomorrow,” said the 
source, who has proved correct in 
previous hostage releases. 

Mr. Anderson, 44, chief Mid- 
dle East correspondent for the 
Associated Press news agency, 
was kidnapped by the Islamic 
Jihad group in Beirut on March 
16, 1985. 

He was long regarded by his 
captors as their trump card in 
negotiations for a general swap of 
Middle East prisoners. 

Mr. Steen, 52 and a captive 
almost five years, said after being 
driven to freedom in Damascus 
his captors told him Mr. Andre- 
son would be free in a week. 

Eight Western hostages and 91 
Arabs held by Israel have walked 
free since Aug. 8 under a U.N.- 
brokered deaL Israel received the 
body of a serviceman and in- 
formation about two of six others 


Mr. Steen emerged from cap- 
tivity seemingly healthy but ex- 
hausted. His face looked as 
though it had just been shaped 
with a blunt razor. “It was my 
first slave in three years,” he told 
reporters. 


“They (the kidnappers) told 
me Andreson will be freed in one 
week,” he said as be left die 
Syrian Foreign Ministry with 
U.S. Ambassador Christopher 
Ross. 

“I am happy to make it today. I 
would like to thank everybody for 
bringing my release.” 

Overcome with emotion, be 
took a deep breath before 
adding: “It is great to be out. It is 
wonderful.” 

A professor of mass com- 
munications at Beirut University 
College, Mr. Steen found some of 
his former students among the 
newsmen in Damascus covering 
the story of his release. 

He waved both hands over his 
bead and cheered to greet them. 

He and three colleagues were 
abducted from their Beirut cam- 
pus on Jan. 24, 1987, by members 
of Islamic Jihad for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (ULP) pretend- 
ing to be policemen on an anti- 
kidnapping exercise. 

The other three were freed 
previously. One said Mr. Steen 
was badly beaten in 1987 for 
trying to escape. 

There are doubts about 
whether Mr. Anderson’s release 
would pave the way for freedom 
far Germans Thomas Kemptner 
and Heinrich Strnebig. 

They are believed to be held by 
relatives of Mohammad Ali 
Hamadi, serving a life sentence in 
Germany for aircraft Mjacking 
and murder, and Abbas Hamma- 
di, convicted of a kidnapping in 
Lebanon to win his brother’s 
freedom. 

The Bonn government has said 
it will not free the brothers. 

“We have not yet received any 
strong and dear signals that the 
German hostages are about to be 
freed,” Iran’s ambassador to 
Bonn, Hoesein Mbusavian, said 
in a radio interview on Tuesday. 


Tim decision was a compromise 
between the Israeli demand for 
separate sites and the Syrian de- 
mand for tike talks to be held at 
the same place. 

The separate sets of talks in- 
volve Israel and Syria, Lebanon 
and a joint Jordainan-Palestinian 
delegation- Israel says it will 
boycott the opening session set 
tor Wednesday and send its rep- 
resentatives only next Monday. 

The United States appears to 
take the steps to ease tension in 
U.S .-Israeli relations on the eve 
of die peace talks whose opening 
Israel intends to boycott, 
ann o u n ci n g the venue and date 
for the regional talks and vowing 
to seek fast repeal of a U.N. 
resolution on Zionism. 

Israel has long sought talks on 
regional issues to demonstrate its 
growing acceptance by the Arab 
WorkL 

Syria has said it would not 
come because it is not prepared 
to discuss such issues until Israel 
begins withdrawing from occu- 
pied Arab lands. 

The United States hopes the 
regional conference wfll give a 
pash to the actual Middle East 
peace negotiations. Those now 
seemed likely to resume in 
Washington next Monday when 
Israeli negotiators show up. 

Israel, angered by the way in 
which Washington issued invita- 
tions for Dec. 4, said it would not. 
send representatives until Dec. 9. 

Spokeswoman Tutwiler tried to 
deflect some of the public rela- 
tions damage Israel feared it 
would suffer by announcing that 
the press would not be aUowed to 
film or photograph empty Israeli 
chains at the three negotiating 
sites Washington was opening on 
Wednesday. 

“That is below the belt,” she 
said. 

A third U.S. announcement 
likely to please Israel was a 
{fledge to press for repeal by Dec. 
17 of a 1975 U.N. General 
Assembly resolution defining 
Zionism as a form of racism. 

“By repealing tins resolution 
ancondrtionaUy, the United Na- 
tions will enhance its credibility 
and serve the cause of peace,” 
Ms. Tutwiler said. - 

President George Bush called 
( C ontinued on page 5) 


Despite absence in cabinet. Brotherhood remains an organised political force 


This is the fourth in a series 
democratic e xp e rim ent, with sped i 
the government of Prime Minister 
weeks ago. The fifth part will ah 
Morion Brotherhood. 

DESPITE THE stunning vic- 
tory of the Muslim Brother- 
hood — the indy organised 
political group in Jordan — in 
the general parliamentary 
elections in November 1989, 
dm democratisafion process 
was viewed as the beg inn i ng 
of a pluralist era s m gal lm g 
tike end of "monopoly of one 
group” over the popular poli- 
tical m ov e m ent in the coun- 
try. 

Two years later tike experi- 
ment with democracy has 
paved the way for the other 
trends to surface but tike 


of articles analysing Jordan’s 
\1 emphasis on the experience of 
Taber Masri, who resigned two 
o deal with the jkofrtics of the 

Brot herhood (AI Ddbwan) re- 
mains the unrivalled, most 
influential and organised 
movement in tike Kingdom. 

However, the Ikhwan, 
accord in g to analysts, has 
realised that there are limits 
for its ability to push for a 
fundamental “Islanusation of 
the system” or to assert its 
monopoly ou the domestic 
political equation. 

At the same time, consecn-' 
five governments and the 
Brotherhood's political rivals 
have realised that the Ikhwan 
is an extremely imp ort ant 


factor that cannot be ignored 
or easily marginalised, 
analysts maintain. 

In fact, some analysts 
argue the success, and 
perhaps the continuity ,of the 
democratisation process 
heavily depended on the 
Brotherhood's readiness to 
practically acoept pluralism, 
and the government’s and the 
.other groups’ ability to prove 
that no movement wifl be 
excluded from the democra- 
tic game. 

In other wends, wfafle tike 
Brotherhood cannot use its 
affiance with any government 
to deny political freedoms to 
its rivals, others — mainly the 
liberals, leftists and pan-Arab 
nationalists — can afford to 


undercut the Ikhwan by sup- 
porting the suppression of tne 
movement. 

The experience of former 
prime mmisteis Mndar Bad- 
ran and Taber Masri were 
very revealing in terms of the 
limitations and factors that 
shape the Brotherhood’s 
role.: The experience of tike 
Badran g ov e r nm ent, which 
relied on Brotherhood sop- 
port, dearly indicated that 
the Ikhwan cannot — and the 
system wfll not allow it — to 
unpose a fundamentally con- 
servative change in the lifes- 
tyle of Jordanians or alter the 
country's commitment to- 
wards peace. 

The expe ri ence of the Mas- 
ri government was an attempt 


to show the Brotherhood that 
a Jordanian gove rn ment is no 
longer dependent on “a tad- 
tor formal affiance” with the 
Brotherhood. 

Initially, a tradeoff be- 
tween tike Badran govern- 
ment and the Ikhwan 
appeared posable. Accord- 
ing to former ministers,, the 
Badran government had 
agreed that programmes pre- 
sented on television and 
radio should be consistent 
with the conservative educa- 
tional poliora of the Brother- 
hood's members in the 
cabinet. 

The Brotherhood, accord- 
ing to Ikhwan officials, se- 
cured pledges from the gov- 
ernment “thm not One iota of 


the occupied Arab territories 
wifl be co mpr omised.*’ 

The latter was then re- 
latively easy since the peace 
process had not started yet. 
However, the Badran gov- 
ernment tried in return to 
make op for “social conser- 
vatism” by a “fiberal politic- 
al” information policy. The 
resnlt was a conservative cen- 
sorship of television enter- 
tainment programmes 
accompanied with unpre- 
cedented access to all trends 
of the opposition to television 
and radio through political 
debates. 

But “this equation” could 
not continue and was <Ms- 
rupted by two elements, in 
the view of analysts. -First, 


tiie Muslim Brotherhood’s 
ministers waged a wide and 
systematic campaign to apply 
strict Islamic codes on the 
country’s educational system 
and on Jordamans’ “mod- 
ern” lifestyle. 

Secondly, as it became 
dear that Arab-Isra&H peace 
talks were a strong possibil- 
ity, it was increasingly diffi- 
cult for the Ikhwan to justify 
their participation in the 
cabinet 

Hie Ikhwan, however, did 
not opt to pull out their five 
ministers from Mr. Badran’s 
cabinet despite the unambi- 
guous official Jordanian 
acceptance of the principle of 

(Continued ou page 5) 





U.N. proposes Israel hand over 
some positions in S. Lebanon 


U.N. to issue Iraq claim 
forms, urges patience 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Monday be bad 
proposed that U.N. soldiers re- 
place Israeli troops and Israeli- 
backed Lebanese militia at sensi- 
tive locations in southern Leba- 
non to avoid future incidents in 
the area. 

He did not say how many 
locations were involved or 
whether any response had yet 
been received from Israel, which 
has maintained a so-called 
“security zone" in southern 
Lebanon since 1985. 

; Mr. Perez de Cuellar referred 
-to his proposal in a written report 
■to the Security Council giving 
; details of an incident on Nov. 15 
in which an Irish member of die 
U. N, Int erim Force In Lebanon 
!(UNIFIL) was killed in a clash 
;with the Israeli -supported South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), referred 
'to by the United Nations as de 
.facto forces (DFF). 

: The secretary-general said 
-there had been an increase in 
-recent months of attacks by what 
the United Nations calls “armed 
-elements'* — members of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
■God) and various other groups — 
against Israel Defence Force 
(IDF) and DFF personnel, as 
well as retaliatory action by the 
latter. 

The attacks have sometimes 
involved the detonation of road- 
side bombs while the retaliation 
has frequently taken the form of 
artillery and tank fire into and 
around population centres dose 


to where the bombs were deton- 
ated. 

“Most of the above-described 1 
hostilities have taken place near 
IDF/DFF positions that are dose 
to populati on cen tres and in areas 
where UNIFIL’s deployment 
overlaps the Israeli-Controlled 
Area (ICA),” the secretary- 
general wrote. 

“In order to reduce hostilities, 
to avoid further hardship to the 
civilian popul ation a nd to prevent 
additional UNIFIL casnlaties, I 
have pro p osed to the government 
of Israel that it withdraw IDF/ 
DFF personnel from the mast 
affected positions, whic h wou ld 
then be taken over by UNIFIL.” 

Referring to one location 
where such an arra ngement was 
implemented four years ago, Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar added: *T am 
convinced that, as in the case of 
Tailet Hnqban in October 1967 
"... such a move would have a 
beneficial effect.” 

In his acootmt af the kflfing of 
the Irish U.N. soldier, Ik sakl it 
occurred when a five-man UNI- 
FIL patrol entered the village of 
At Tin 

When the UNIFIL patrol was 
returning to its position three of 
members came under rifle and 
machmeggn fire. The first burst 
killed a corporal and wounded a 
private soldier. 

Immediately afterwards, two 
DFF positions in the vicinity fired 
thousands of machmegun rounds 
to the area. 

After news of the incident 
reached the Irish battalion head- 


quarters, two folly illuminated 
armoured personnel carriers with 
flashing beacon lights tried to 
reach the scene but were pre- 
vented by sustained machinegan 
fire from DFF positions. 

As the two survivors, inducting 
the wounded man, were taken 
away by the DFF in an armoared 
personnel carrier, they were 
shown the body of a DFF soldier 
who was alleged to have been 
killed during toe incident. 

After intervention by U.N. 
military observers, the two sol- 
diers were handed over to UNI- 
FIL. Later, the Irish battalion 
was able to recover toe body of 
the dead corporal as well as the 
two members of the UNIFIL 
patrol who were separated from 
their comrades when the firing 


The fetal ca sualty was toe 101st 
suffered by UNIFIL as a result of 
hostile action or duty-related 
accidents, and the 21st suffered 
by the Irish contingent. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said the 
incident bad been strongly pro- 
tested to toe Israeli authorities 
bo th lo cally and in New York. 
UNIFIL was conducting a full 
investigation but had already 
established that no weapons was 
fired b y any of the members of 
toe UNIFIL patrol and that the 
United Nations was not therefore 
responsible for the death of the 
DFF soldi er. 

UNIFIL had also requested the 
Israeli authorities to inform it of 
the results of their own investiga- 
tion, the report added. 


Conflicting approaches to 
peace process and PLO 
split Jordanian coalition 


SpJS 


Serene Halasa 

to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — While the 
debate over the pros and 
cons of the American-led 
Middle East peace confer- 
ence appears to have sub- 
sided in recent days pend- 
ing the outcome of fins 
week’s Washington talks, 
a political coalition of five 
Jordanian parties has been 
split over conflicting 
approaches to the peace 
process. 

The main bone of con- 
tention in the ranks of the 
National Action Front, a 
six-month-old pan-Arab 
nationalist movement 
grouping Baathists, social- 
ists, Arab nationalists and 
independents, is whether 
the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) had 
the right to make the 
choice to attend the peace 
process. 

The Unionist Demo- 
crats, a group which was 
formed in the early 1980s 
in Jordan headed by Jamal 
A1 Shaer, has quit the 
National Action Front, 
but other coalition mem- 
bers are staying together 
saying they are trying to 
mend fences with toe Un- 
ion Democrats. 

In order to do that, the 
five parties in toe National 
Action Front along with 
its independent members 
set up a preparatory com- 
mittee that comprised of 
20 representatives from 
the five parties as well as 
20 independent members 
in toe front. 


Members of the com- 
mittee engaged in heated 
debates over toe ideology 
and principles that guided 
toe front, but readied a 
deadlock. Members of the 
committee decided to 
issue a statement signed 
by members of the five 
parties reaffirming their 
rejectionist policy and 
urging the Unionist 
-Democrats to rejoin toe 
mainstream trend in the 
front. 

The committee then 
gave toe unionists a dead- 
line to either join toe front 
or withdraw. Hie deadline 
expired when the Union- 
ists issued a statement of 
their own declaring their 
withdrawal from the ranks 
of the front 

Dr. Shaer said that toe 
action taken by his party 
was a result of its belief 
that the other parties had 
steered away from toe 
mainstream nationalist 
trend by adopting this re- 
jectionist policy with 
Israel. 

Dr. Shaer said that 
since its establishment, 
the Unionist Democratic 
Party has reaffirmed its 
commitment to the 
Palestinian cause, and has 
given its full-fledged sup- 
port the PLO. 

“Right from toe begin- 
ning we have taken a 
nationalist stand by sup- 
porting the PLO as the 
sole representative of the 
Palestinian people,” Dr. 
Shaer said. Since the PLO 
has decided to support toe 
peace talks and to join toe 


ongoing efforts, we have 
decided to adopt the same 
position.” 

•Dr. Shaer said that tins 
was the point of dispute 
among Arab nationalists. 
“There are those who be- 
lieve that the PLO should 
not be supp o r ted uncon- 
ditioaally and its strategy 
should be revised before 
any support or opposition 
or even authorisation be 
given to the organisa- 
tion,” Dr. Shaer said. 

Saleem Sweiss, a prom- 
inent lawyer and col- 
umnist and an indepen- 
dent member of the front, 
said that toe front — tike 
the Unionists — (foes not 
question the legality of the 
PLO, but questions its ac- 
tions when dealing with 
the Palestinian problem. 

“Tbi front has openly de- 
clared that it is not support- 
ing the PLO in any action or 
behaviour that entails com- 
promising any inch of die 
Palestinian land,” Mr. Sweiss 
said. “The feet that the PLO 
is the sole and legitimate rep. 
reseatative of the Palestinian 
people should not mean that 
it can have a free hand in the 
Pales tinian issue because this 
issue is of national concern 
and not only of Palestinian 
concern.” 

Mr. Sweiss also said that 
the front’s charter has always 
adopted this stand, and the 
Unionist Democrats had 
agreed on these principles 
right from the beginning 
when its members decided to 
join the four other parties 
forming he National Action 
Front. 

‘The front was surprised to 
receive a letter from the Un- 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
Nations said Monday individuals 
would soon be able to claim 
compensation from Iraq for Gulf 
war losses and anguish but 
warned people not to expect too 
much too soon. 

Carlos Alzamora. executive 
secretary of the U.N. compensa- 
tion fund, told a news conference 
it would be sending out com- 
pensation forms in eariy January 
for claims of up to 5100,000 per 
person from a special fund. 

He warned, however, that suc- 
cessful claimants could not expect 
to receive payment in frill in the 
near future, but would probably 
be paid in instalments. 

The biggest problem is that the 
fund has no money. 

Baghdad objects to a U.N. 
resolution authorising it to sell 
51.6 billion worth of oil to help 
raise money for the fund as an 
intrusion into its internal affairs.- 
and has refused to put any on the 
open market. 

“This is going to be a long 
process,” Mr. Alzamora said. 
“We will be depending on many 
circumstances to get the fund 
funded, and therefore it will be 
very dangerous to fuel immediate 
expectations among a great mass 
of people.” 

The fund's governing council, 
comprising the 15 members of the 
U.N. Security Council, has ruled 
that anyone forced to leave 
Kuwait or Iraq during the war is 
entitled to a sum of up to 54.000. 

Those with proof of further 
losses can submit formal claims 
under other categories. 








Jamal A1 Shaer 

fomst Democrats to the effect 
that tiie Unionists felt they 
could not continue to be 
members of the front,” Mr. 
Sweiss said. “This is really 
regrettable as the front did 
not expect this to happen 
especially that the withdrawal 
came as a result of difference 
in views at a time when the 
front is frying to expand its 
base to include the largest 
possible national gathering to 
end the current disarray in 
the Jordanian national 
ranks.” 

Mr. Sweiss also said that 
the rejectionist policy of the 
front also entails the libera- 
tion of all occupied Arab 
lands, not only lands occu- 
pied by the Jewish state. 

“When we say all occupied 
Arab lands we mean the 
lands occupied by Turkey 
like the Alexandrette gov- 
ern orate, Diyarbakyr, A1 
Ruha and Thor Abdeen, as 
well as lands occupied by Iran 
like Ahwaz, Mohammara 
Emirate and the three isles in 
the Gulf of Oman,” Mr. 
Sweiss said. “We have also 
rejected the existence of the 
state of Israel and refused 
any settlement that would not 
guarantee the return of all 
Palestinian land to their 
rightful owners.” 

Mr. Sweiss said that the 


The council, which met in . 
Geneva late last month, also de- 
dded to permit claims for mental 
pain and anguish for such 
traumas as being raped or being 
held hostage, though it has yet to 
dedde ceilings for such claims. 

Council Chairman Philippe 
Berg of Belgium estimated that 
between one-and-a-half and two 
million people could make claims 
likely to total many billions of 
dollars. 

The fund's secretariat will send 
master copies of the forms to 
governments, which will then 
have to distribute copies to their 
citizens, educate them and collect 
the forms. The governments will 
have 18 months to return the 
forms to Geneva. 

The council authorised the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency, 
which works among Palestinians, 
to collect the forms on behalf of 
Palestinians who do not have a 
government to represent them. 

The .council intends to give 
priority to smaller claims before 
dealing with individual submis- 
sions for more than 5100,000 and , 
daims from businesses, govern- 
ments and international organisa- ■ ! 
tions. , 

U.S. Ambassador Morris { 
Abram urged Iraq on Monday to 
begin oil sales as permitted by the , 
United Nations. 

“We are aware of the claims of ! 
the humanitarian need of seg- | 
mentsof Iraq's population. But... 
no United Nations sanction bars ! 
imports of food and meditine.” ! 
he said. I 


front’s policy is born out of a 
belief that a political settle- 
ment under current circumst- 
ances is not in the Arabs’ 
interest. 

“There are many circumst- 
ances that prompted the front 
to reject the current negotia- 
tions, such as American 
hegemony, America's dirty 
war against Iraq, the con- 
tinuing embargo against that 
country, in timidatin g weak 
Arab regimes by threatening 
them with a fete similar to 
that which met Iraq, and des- 
troying Iraq’s military capa- 
bility, leaving Israel the 
strongest power in the reg- 
in,” Mr. Sweiss said. 

Dr. Shaer also highlighted 
another point of contention 
between his party and toe 
front. He accused the front of 
abandoning its ideology by 
adopting a mixture of social- 
ist and Islami c ideologies. 

“Members of toe front now 
say that socialism is part of 
the nationalist movement, 
and Islam is the future of the 
nation and by doing that they 
have rejected all that Arab 
nationalists believe in,” Dr. 
Shaer said. 

’■ He added that be did not 
reject the principles of social- 
ism or Islam, bat said that 
nationalism should only ac- 
quire some of Arose princi- 
ples in order to keep a safe 
distance from political parties 
that have rigid social or Isla- 
mic ideologies. 

“In the amended charter of 
the front they replaced the 
word ‘parliamentary demo- 
cracy’ with toe Islamic term 
‘shourah,’ and they adopted a 
Marxist ideology instead of 
adopting an ideology that en- 
courages bolding on to a Mid- 
dle Eastern identity, and the 
belief in one Arab Nation,” 
Dr. Shaer said. 

“We did not discuss these 
matters in toe front, and toe 
Unionists never objected or 
referred to these points be- 
fore,” Mr. Sweiss said. 
“Shourah is the Arabic trans- 
lation of the word democracy 
and is not related to toe 
Brotherhood’s interpretation 
of the word.” 


Secrecy 

shrouds 

Baghdad 

talks on 

Kurdish 

self-rule 

BAGHDAD (R) — Secrecy 
shrouds talks on self-rule for 
Iraq’s restive Kurdish north, nine 
months after rebels rose against 
toe government. 

The Kurdish unrest, in toe 
aftermath of the Gulf war, was 
crashed by tank-led forces, send- 
ing up to two million refugees 
over the mountainous borders of 
Turkey and Iran. Western troops 
created “safe havens” for their 
return. 

A stalemate persists in the oQ- 
produdng northern region be- 
tween Baghdad’s troops and Kur- 
dish Pes timer gas (soldiers of 
death). 

The Iraqi government re- 
mained silent Tuesday about cur- 
rent talks with Kurdish rebel 
leader Massoud Barzani and 
slow-pared progress towards a 
new regional autonomy pact. 

Government officials declined 
to give derails, beyond saying that 
Mr. Baizani, bead of the Ktird&i 
Democratic Party (KDP), had 
met President Saddam Hussein 
and his close adviser Saturday. 

No mention of farther talks 
was made in Iraq’s official media. 
Mr. Barzani was believed to be 
staying in a government guest 
house in a Baghdad suburb. 

Mr. Barzani, co-leader of the 
umbrella Kurdistan Front, ar- 
rived in the Iraqi capital last week 
following reports of sporadic 
dashes and fresh tension between 
toe army and guerrillas. 

Kurdish spokesmen m London 
and Baghdad said he would dis- 
cuss an economic blockade the 
Kurds accuse Iraq of damping on 
their region to prod the lead- 
ership into signing a self-rale 
agreement under discussion since 
May. 

The “Voice of Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan,” a clandestine oppos i tion 
radio, said Monday that die visit 
was necessary because of “de- 
teriorating circumstances” in 
Kurdistan. 

People were weary of a long 
dialogue that kept, them in a state 
of expectation, the radio said of 
the autonomy talks. 

“We hope Barzani 's visit will 
inaugurate •- a new stage of 
seriousness and persistent work 
that is characterised by confi- 
dence and sincerity to build what 
should be built, repair what 
should be repaired and rectify 
what needs rectification,” it said 
Monday. 

Diplomats said the secrecy sur- 
rounding Mr. Barzani ’s talks was 
relatively normal in line with pre- 
vious discussions. 

Mr. Barzani ’s co-leader in the 
front. Jalal Talabani, is known to 
oppose terms agreed so far, espe- 
cially the exclusion from a hew 
autonomous region of the oil 
town of Kirkuk. 

But diplomats said a govern- 
ment announcement last week 
that anyone could buy land 
around Kirkuk, which was pre- 
viously reserved for people of 
Arab origin, was a concession to 
the Kurds which might help to- 
wards a new autonomy accord. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds fled Iraq when their rebel- 
lion at the end of the Gulf war 
was crashed and are still trickling 
back in the hope that the United 
Nations agencies in the region 
will give them food and shelter to 
endure the coming winter. 

The Peshmerga control all key 
towns in Kurdistan except Kirkuk 
but accused the Iraqi army last 
month of moving 18,000 troops 
into toe region with artillery and 
tanks in what they feared was a 
new offensive. 



French officer suspended over Lebanese list 

PARIS (R) — A French police officer who gave Lebanese 
authorities a list of protesters against a visit by President 
Hrswi has been suspended from his post, a spokesman for the 
rating Socialist Party said Tuesday. The sergeant from a Paris 
district, who was not identified, admitted passing the list of 85 
dissidents to a security agent at die Lebanese embassy who was a 
friend, officials said. “For the moment he has been suspended. 
Disciplinary authorities will deal with toe situation later,” Socialist 
spokesman Jean-Jack Qneyraxme said. Police acknowledged on 
Saturday toe list was given to Beirut illegally. Th elist named $7 
Lebanese, 12 French and six North Africans detained for identify 
checks on Oct. 21 during as demonstration against the visit by Mr. 
Hrawi. The demonstration was organised by Lebanese groups dial 
support deposed Christian leader General Michel Aeon, who 
accuses Mr. Hrawi of ooflaborating with Syria. Gen. Aoun lives m 
exile in France. A spokesman for pro-Aoun groups said toey 
obtained a copy of a Lebanese security police order saying the 
Lebanese Hated should be arrested if they tried to return to 
Lebanon and the foreigners should be barred from entering. 
Jean-Francois Parian, opposition vice-chairman of- parliament’s 
foreign affairs committee, questioned whether the police officer 
had acted alone or on government orders. “The question remains 
whether a police sergeant could have done that on his own 
initiative without political backing,” he told France-Infbs radio. 

Pathologist: No surprises from Maxwell autopsy 

LAS PALMAS, Canary Islands (R) — A final official rating on the 
death of British media tycoon Robot Maxwell will contain no 
surprises, the chief pathologist conducting the autopsy said 
Monday. ‘Tm not expecting anything new, no surprises,” Carlos 
Lopez de Lamela told Reuters by telephone after spending toe 
weekend studying results of forensic tests carried out at a Madrid 
institute. He said he received the results late on Friday. “I am now 
incorpor a t in g them into the report I am working on,” be said. Mr. 
Lopez de T -a mala said he hoped to have his scientific report ready 
for inves tigating Judge Isabel Oliva in Tenerife on Wednesday. She 
will then dedde whether to close the case. He will first present it to 
Judge Luis Gutierrez in Las Palmas, where a preliminary autop sy 
was performed. Mr. Maxwell was found floating naked off die 
Canary Islands almost a month ago after felting from his yacht, the 
Lady Girislaine. The initial autopsy found he had died of natural 
causes, possibly from a heart attack. Mr. Lopez de Lamela told 
Reuters last week he could not say for sure it was a natural death 
until tests were completed, but he rejected a theory that Mr. 
Maxwell had been injected with poison. 

U.S. soldier in Germany Jailed for 34 years 

BONN (R) — A U.S. soldier in Germany has been convicted of 
spyin g for Iraq and Jordan during the Gulf war qpd sentenced to34 
years in prison, the U.S. army said Tuesday. Specialist Albert 
Sombolay passed deployment data about U.S.-led allied forces 
during the Gulf crisis, samples of chemical weapons protection 
equipment and identification documents to a foreign intelligence 
officer, the army said from its European headquarters in Heidel- 
berg. Mr. Sombolay, of the eighth infantry division and baaed in 
Baumholder near the western town of Kaiserslautern, offered to 
photograph his writ’s activities in Saudi Arabia and received about 
51,300 for his work, a statement said. He was convicted in July but 
the information had not been released previously pending the end 
of follow-up investigative actions, the statement said. Mr. Sombo- 
lay was now serving his sentence in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, an 
army spokeswoman said. 

Iran's parliament speaker to visit China . 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran's parliamentary speaker will pay an official . 
five-day visit to China from Dec. 16, the Iranian news agency 
JRNA said Tuesday. Mehdi KarrabPwiO hold talks with Chinese 
President Yang Shangkun and otfieV senior officials and tour 
several cities in southern China, IRNA added. Mr. Yang visited 
Tehran at the end of October just after U.S. officials charged that 
China was helping Iran bufld nuclear weapons. Both Tehran and 
Peking denied the allegation. Iran has dose relations with China 
which supplied it with weapons during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 
IRNA said Mr. Karra bi would visit Yemen on his way home. 

Iran’s population 57.8 million 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran's population stands at 57,799,204 and is 1 
growing at 3.17 per cent a year, according to a September census. 
Tehran Radio Monday quoted the head of plan and budget 
organisation, Massoud Roghani Zanjani, as saying 56 .5 per cent of 
tiie population lived in cities, 42.9 per cent in villages and 0.6 per 
cent had no fixed abode. The results show a slight decline in the 
population growth rate, one of the biggest worries of the Iranian 
government which is straggling to reverse years of economic 
decline. But the total count fells well short of 59.5 nriDhn 
estimated in September by the head of Iran’s statistics centre, 
Abolqassem Jamsiridi. There was no immediate explanation. The 
last census five years ago found the population growth rate to be 
3.2 per cent, prompting the gov e rnment to start birth control 
programmes. Iran aims to lower the growth rate to 2.9 per cent by 
the end of five-year economic plan in March 1994. 

’Iran able to make nuclear arms by 2000’ 

BONN (R) — Iran may be able to build nuclear weapons by the 
year 2000, the head of Germany’s foreign intelligence agency BND 
said in an interview published on Monday. BND chief Konrad 
Porzner told Die Welt newspaper that Iran was keeping open the 
option of launching a programme to make uranium and plutonium 
bombs. “There is at present no proof of production, but Iran w£B 
be capable of bniidixig nuclear weapons by 2000 if its armament 
activities continue as toey are doing,” he said. Mr. FOrzner said 
that if present trends continued, many countries would have 
nuclear, biological and chemical weapons in less than 10 years. He 
said that Iran may have got hold of the plans for a 
weapons plant at Rabta in Libya and was apparently buying parts 
that would enable it to build a similar one. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tab 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1 &88 Le Mood est a Vom 

19£*i New* in French 

19:. Azimnt 

Ifc* Neva in Hebrew 

2ft* News in Arabic 

2 ft* Kate and alfie 

21:10 Cosmos 

2240 News in Engfisb 

2200 ... Equal Justice 


04:53 Frir 

06:15 — (Skadn) Ohm 

II 05 - Dtahr 

14:12 ‘Aar 

Me* - Maghreb 

17:38 ~ ‘fata 


8t Mary of Nearer c taidh flwSfch, 
TeL 810740 

faw liw of God Cfawrh, TeL 

632785. 

St Joseph Ctardi TeL 624S9Q. 
Qnti mt Ok AmmMhi TeL 


637440. 

Da fa Salt 


- TeL 6617S7 

b Tel: 622346 Demits 7/10 

tawatMia TeL Jordan Valley 12/16 

TeL. 625383, TeL Yesterday's high temp eratur es : Am- 
man 10, Assba 22. Hmnkfitjr r eadings 
■e Club TeL Amman 98 per cent, Aqaba 4] per 


TsL 771751. 

I Ctarcfc TeL 


TeL 823824, 454932. 
the Nanarme TeL 675491. 


DvBetiu sup p l i ed by tbc Department of 
MM wwJqpr. 

It wtD con tinue to be cold, dandy 
and rainy and wtah wM umliwei tcdy 
freak. In Aqaba, ft wfll be partly dowdy 
with chat t er for sc a ttered tbowtt s of 
m in, «Ue winds wifi be WMberty 


.... 6/10 

17/22 




JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: * 

Dr. Abdol Qader A1 Lata .... 

Dr.GhalebZswakUil 

Dr.Riaq AboZdneh 

Dr. YoucfAIFbqih 

Bw pharmacy .................. 

FcnJow* pharmacy 

AiAsema pharmacy ........ 

pharmwy .......... 

Al Satau i pharmacy 

Yaicoub pharmacy 

Shum hu l p l wmM ^ ______ 

BtBDh 

Dr Abtbd Majeed Sabataa ... 
A1 Stamm' pharmacy 


ZARQA; 

Dr. Aknm Haddad 


— 696048 

— 736123 
,..894295 

— 657909 

— 461912 
-778336 
...637055 

— 623672 

— 636730 
.... 644945 
,..£37660 


"(275825^ 


KhaKfch pharmacy 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Deforce Department 6611 II 

Civil Defence ImrocriUir 

Rescue — 630341 

Gnil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade. 891228 

Blood Bank „ 773121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PbBee 8 96390 

Pa h fic Security D qm l iacat 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Comptomre 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comp l ain t! 897467 

Amman Mon i dp aBty 

Ocn^laiaa 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directofyBRistanee) 121 

Oversea* Calk — 010230 

Centre! Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101* 

AbdaS Telephone Repaint .....661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

WtaerAsdmrity 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 


P l rrt ri c Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Ooeen Alia IntL Airport. 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hmneia Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kha&fi Maternity. 1. Amn ... 644281/6 
Airileh Maternity, J. Ana,, 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman ...,,—....636140 

Palestine. Stamemmi 664171/4 

Sbmetaani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Mnasber Hospital 667227/9 

The hlamic. Abdafi 466127/37 

AI-AhS. AbdaB 664164*6 

Italian. Al-Mnbajrces 777101/3 

AJ-Bmhir, J. Aslindicfc 775111/26 

Anq, Marta 891611/15 

Ooeen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


ll (09)906732 

Hmpilal (09)990990 


Prims Sanaa HomU . 
Greek CnbgfcHnpU 


Bm A! Nafoa Hospital 

AQABA: 

PriaccssHaya Hospital — ... 


(UZ)247100 


— (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tins information is mppB c rf by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment ar da* Queen Alia i 

Airport Te/. (08)532005, when it 
should always be verified. 


{Barr"™™ 91 * 


IWi — Lames! 

««5 Dubai, Aba Dhabi ( 

16*30 Madrid 

Ms* fahmtndf 

1740 .... New York, Amsterdam 

*•* Madrid, Rome i 

t MM Paris, Geneva 


18:15 London, BnmetaflSJ) 

18:15 Vienna, Frankfort (RJ) 

18:15 , — Loudon, Brossefa(RJ) 

Other Righto (Terminal 2) 


Hs25 ....... 


2tO» 


Casio (MS) 

Sanaa (IY) 

Benghazi (LNi 

Karachi (PK) 


Uppeoteavr price 

API* 

Banana . .. 

a fMnHmiiiai) 1* 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHgftts 
(Terminal 1) 

licit Tunis. Cas abla nc a (RJ) 

lfclt Istanbul (RJ) 

llcSB .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11945 London (RJ) 

UfclS Aqaba (RJ) 

»38 Colombo (RJ) 

»45 - Cairo (RJ) 

28:10 NewDeflniRJ) 

2fcW Riyadh (RJ) 

2fc38 Aba Dnbal, Dotal (RJ) 

2240 CaJcatU, Bangkok (RJ) 

2*45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Osfumbcu 
C h c mi a b et s 


Grapes ....... - 

Gum 


Okra 

Ow» (dry) — 


Other Rights (Terminal 


Pepper (sweet) . 

POtalO mmm—mmmmmrnm 
^ 


Sweet melon 


.... Bent (ME) Wa tcaa d oB 


— 500 / 458 
550/500 

— 850/650 

— 160/128 

220 / no 

— 180/120 
_ 360/320 
— 288 / 220 
.— 800/700 
-1.-900/ 800 

— 500/400 

— 180/120 
— 160/120, 
-. 350/300 

— 850/750 
- 170/120 

320/260 
..- 450/400 
300/250: 
... 600/500 
220/140- 

— 270/230 

— 420/360' 
~ 160./.' 120:* 









JORDAN 


Journalists’ 
association 
commends 
peace efforts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Interna- 
tional Organisation of Journalists 
(IQJ) lias recently issued a state- 


peaceful efforts currently being 
made; to reach a just and durable 
solution to the Palestine problem 
in accordance with United Na- 
tions resolutions and internation- 
al legitimacy. 

President of the Jordan Press 
Association Hashctn Khreisat, 
who attended the IQJ meetings 


lOJ council had stressed the im- 
portance of halting the construc- 
tion of settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and resum- 
ing work at the international level 
to stop oppressive Israeli mea- 
sures against the Pales tinian peo- 
ple, including journalists. 





Abdul Majid Saeed A wad. Operation Smile la te r national coordinator hi the Middle East, is con- 
gratulated by EBs Majesty King Hussein 


It,. pie, inctuomg journalists. rr • 1 i • -a 

King awards medals to medical 

JjvJJ h is arri val from Sauna, Mr. . , , 

to lanacfa an appeal to the United service organisation officers 

.fwt Hitmoc tn Kft th. 


Khreisat said the council decided 
to bunch an appeal to the United 
Nations to lift the economic 
embargo cm Iraq because it dep- 
rives the Iraqi children of food 
and medicine. 

Such a ban contravenes inter- 
national principles and charters, 
he said. 

The council also supported 
Libya's, right to resqit to the 
International Court of Justice in 
Labai (the Hague) or to demand 
the formation of a neutral inter- 
national panel to investigate the 


for bombing of a Pan Am plane. 

The council approved the plan 
of action for next year and. de- 
cided to set up a regional centre 
for the IQJ in Sanaa, 

The ZOJ held its meeting in 
Sanaa 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Tuesday three mem- 
bers of Operation Smile Interna- 
tional (OSI), a private non-profit 
volunteer medical services orga- 
nisation providing reconstructive 
surgery for needy children of the 
world. 

The team, comparing Dr. Wil- 
liam Magee, the organisation's 
president, David Clifford, coordi- 
nator for OSI in foe Middle East 
region, and Abdu Majid Saeed 
A wad, OSI representative in Jor- 
dan. 

The team briefed King Hussein 
on the organisation's operations 
and activities in various parts of 
the world and discussed plastic 


surgery needs of Jordan and 
Palestine. 

Dr. Magee was quoted as 
saying that OSI, winch has a 
centre in Jerusalem, plans to 
open a centre for its services in 
Jordan. Dr. Magee received from 
the King the Jordanian A1 Kaw- 
kab Medal of foe Second Order 
and Mr. Clifford received the 
Jordanian A1 Kawkab Medal of 
the Third Order. Mr. Awad re- 
ceived the Independence Medal 
of the First Order. 

Present ax the meeting were 
Chief of the Royal Coart Adnan 
Abu Odeh, Director of the Royal 
Medical Services Dr. Yousef 
Qusous, the King's private physi- 
cian as well as the director of the 


Agriculture Ministry to 
continue spraying campaigns 


Rains cause havoc to traffic, 
bode well for farmers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Agriculture's Department for 
die Protection of Crops will buy 
12 machines in 1992 to be used 
for spraying pesticides to protect 
citps from pests and insects, 
according to department Director 
Hani Haddadm. 

The departmeiU plans to cajry 
compaigus 

other pests that have been caus- 
ing rfmhagB to crops, said Dr. 
Haddadin in astatement to foe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The white fly was reported to 
have caused widescale damage to 
crops in the past agricultural sea - 
son and some experts estimated 
die loss at JD 60 million. 

Dr. Haddadin said that plans 
are being carefully laid to ensure 
people's safety became such pes- 
ticides are dangerous to humans 
and animals. 

The department, which was 
founded in 1990, has units for 
spraying pesticides, fighting off 
insects, — especially in foe Jor- 
dan Valley — and a unit specialis- 
ing in quarantine work. 

According to a report by a 
British team of experts hired by 
the government to determine foe 
cause of the crop failures in the 
past season, the damage in the 
valley were mainly caused by a 
virus called the Tomato Yellow 
Leaf Curl Virus carried by foe 
white fly. 


ifimstry “Our department controls foe 
teat for type of seeds and saplings arriv- 
al! buy mg into the country and carries 
re used out laboratory tests to check if 
protect they cany viruse or bacteria," 
insects. Dr. Haddadm said. He added 
director that the department analyses die 
pesticides used for die crops, test 
o cajTry samples of crops produced after 
lpaigns the pesticides had been used and 
ral 5 ^ar.,„ undertakes foe process, of reg- 
flyflBpT" istering imported pesticides. 

?. a 5?‘ In combating agricultural 
t rtf* Haddadin said, foe 

me department this year cooperated 
with the Royal Jordanian Air 
nea r° Force in spraying die farmlands, 
aa .® e t0 especially in the Jordan Valley. 

. The planes are used in fighting off i 

Bnatco grasshoppers in Karak, Tafileh j 
l : and Madaba, domestic flies in the I 

t plans Jordan Valley and pests that j 
™ surc attack olive trees in foe Balqa, ; 
00 P 6 ®* Jerash and Madaba districts. Dr. 
lumans Haddadin said. 

h was In the Jordan Valley, the de- 
nts for partment has sprayed 8.400 
ing off dunums while 1.200 other 
ae Jor- dunums were sprayed by the fax- 
ed aKs- mers themselves, he said. He 

added that foe crops included 
t by a vegetables which are grown on 
[red by 25,000 dunums the Jordan Valley 
me foe alone. 

> in the The campaign has achieved its 
in the objectives by reducing to a muri- 
d by a mum the amount of pests and 
Yellow insects that used to infest the 
by foe valley, especially in foe summer 
season. 


Federation to review operations 

AMMAN (Petra) — The fourth conference of the Arab Agri- 
cultural Co op eratives Federation will be opened in Amman on 
Dec. 17. The conference, which will last for three days, will 
discuss the general policy of the federation, foe financial report 
for the federation’s previous session, die budget for t he ne xt 
session and ways of supporting the Palestinian intifada. Partici- 
pants in foe conference are scheduled to elect a new secretary 
general for the nea session. Taking part in the conference wifl be 
representatives of Jordan. Sudan, Tunis, Yemen, Palestine, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Algeria, Morocco, Libya. Egypt, Kuwait, 
Somafia, Aritrea, Djibouti and Mauritania. 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Rain and high 
winds will continue to affect 
Jordan through Wednesday 
and probably part of Thursday 
as a result of a persistent low 
depression centred 1 east of 
Cyprus' 1 n 'thereafter n 
Medit e rr an ean regroii^ the Be* ' 
partment of Meteorology 
announced Tuesday. 

The depression has caused 
the creation of several cold 
fronts accompanied by cold 
winds and heavy rain that have 
affected Jordan and other 
states in the eastern part of the 
Mediterranean Sea, a depart- 
ment official said. He said that 
the rams which started five 
days ago have been affecting 
all parts of Jordan in various 
degrees, with the Balqa and 
Salt regions receiving nearly 
ISO mfltimetres, Ajloun Dis- 
trict 130 millimetres, the north- 
ern Jordan Valley 126 mfl- 
limetres and Amman, Madaba 
and Rabbeh, 100 millimetres. 

The offidals expected a gra- 
dual decrease in the force of 
the arid fronts and the wind 
with a gradual rise in tempera- 
tures on Friday. 

The rains have caused havoc 
to traffic, prompting the Public 
Security Department (PSD) to 
announce repeated warnings to 
motorists along all roads. The 
PSD said that all roads re- 
mained open except for the 
Amman-Dead Sea road, wlrch 
has been affected by land- 
slides. It said that motorists 
should be extra careful when 
driving in all areas due to poor 
visibility and slippery roads. 

Municipal and dvil defence 
teams were reported active in 
all governorates, opening cul- 
verts and clearing roads to 
ensure communication. Sever- 
al parts of Amman witnessed 
temporary traffic disruption 


Austrian grant to help boost imports 


By Malm Aridari 

Special to the Jordan Times' 

AMMAN — An industrial 
level Austrian trade group 
composed of 19 companies 
concluded a two-day trade mis- 
sion at die Regency Hotel 
Tuesday, foe purpose of which 
was to pave the way for in- 
creasing Austrian exports to 
Jordan, an official said. 

Due to the Austrian Com- 
modity Aid Programme, a 
grant in the amount of 100 
milli on Austrian schillings 
(U.S. $8.5 mfibon) was re- 
leased this year by Austria to 
Jordan. The grant win be used 
to increase the level of exports 
to Jordan that win exceed that 
Of the Gulf crisis, the official 


"Jordan has traditionally 
been a good market for Au- 
strian products,” said Peter 
Rattinger of foe Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber 


Department for Foreign 
Trade. He is also the head of 
the Austrian delegation. 

“This delegation is the . 
largest such group from Au- 
stria and includes 19 com- 
panies, some of whidi have 
never had any previous trade 
relations with Jordan. Also in 
the delegation are companies 
foafr are con tinning existing 
trade relations with Jordanian 
industries,” Mr. Rattinger 
aid, adding that there axe 
many new product fines that 
have been introduced in tins 

“Raw materials for phar- 
maceutical companies as well 
as parfraging for m ediciiww are 

examples of products that have 

•received positive results,” Mr. 
Rattinger said. “And an even 
newer product fine introduced 
is the Railway Consultancy 
Services.” 

“Railways are a major form 

of transportation in Austria 


and can, in many ways, help 
Jordan in that fiekl,” Mr. Ral- 
tinger said. 

According to Dr. Michael 
Angerer, the commercial 
attache of the Austrian embas- 
sy, this delegation deals only in 
industrial products. 

"There is not a single con- 
sumer item dealt with by this 
delegation," be said. 

According to Mr. Rattinger, 
the worst economic times in 
Jordan axe over. “Seeing that 
many previous residents of 
Kuwait are ready to invest in 
new local businesses. I feel that 
the economic problems are be- 
ginning to be strived,” he said. 

The delegation dealing with 
product fines such as digital 
Hood pr ess u re monitors, duo* 
tile iron pipes, traffic lights, 
sack production fines as well as 
food flavouring industry che- 
micals, steel timber and elec- 
tric cables will depart on 
Wednesday for Egypt. 


due to the collection of huge 
pools of water and numerous 
road accidents resulting from 
the severe weather conditions. 

As of Tuesday evening, the 
PSD reported no casualties as 
a result of water flooding low- 
lying areas or road accidents, 

; i but H issued appeals to people 
\ in - wadis to move to safer 
j ground. . 

The Jordan Valley Author- 
ity (JVA) and the Water Au- 
thority estimated the amounts 
of rain water that fell on Jor- 
dan in the past few days to 
have accounted for 10 per cent 
of foe annual average rain fell 
In the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
for its part, described the rain 
as a blessing to Jordan and said 
that the underground reser- 
voirs, dams and farmlands will 
all benefit. 

One cannot judge the nature 
of the agricultural season at the 
start of the winter, but the 
rains in the past few days are 
'sure to help farmers, said 
Ministry of Agriculture Secret- 
ary General Ghaleb Abu Arra- 
bi. 

The arid weather and the 
rains will contribute towards 
the elimination of the white fly 
that has been causing severe 
damage to the tomato crops in 
the Jordan Valley, Mr. Abu 
Arrabi said. He urged farmers 
who have not yet sown their 
seeds to begin immediately. 

Referring to the ministry's 
programmes for the current 
season, Mr. Abu Arrabi said 
that the ministry will plant 
trees and create pasture land 
on 60,000 dunums. A total of 
four million tree saplings will 
be planted, he added. 

Referring to Arbor Day 
celebrations, Mr. Abu Arrabi 
said that these will be held in 
four different locations in next 
month. These are in Yajouz, 
Marj A1 Hamam and Naoor as 
well as Amman - 

Sudan, Jordan 
discuss 
promoting 
cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister erf 
Transport Ati Subeunai received 
Monday the Sudanese minister of 
transport, Colonel Bajri Salahud- 
din Karrar. 

Discussion during the meeting 
centred on ways of promoting 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Sudan in various fields. The 
meeting was attended by the 
Sudanese ambassador to Jordan. 
Col. Karrar was also received by 
I Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour. 

The meeting discussed scopes 
of trilateral cooperation, particu- 
larly in economic and commercial 
fields. The meeting also discussed 
a commercial protocol signed be- 
tween Jordan and Sudan last 
September and ways of im- 
plementing it. 


Germany to help Jordan in talks 
with World Bank, official says 


Farah Heart Centre. 

Operation Smile International 
offers treatment to children with 
deformities and education and 
tr aining to physicians and other 
health care profession in mission 
countries. 

OSI was founded in 1982 by 
Dr. Magee and his wife, a nurse 
and social worker. Daring the 
past nine years, over 5,000 chil- 
dren have received surgery for 
disfigurements such as cleft lip 
and palates, burn scars and con- 
tractures and chib feet. 

To date, over 12,000 volun- 
teers from 75 cities ami 11 coon- 
tries have contributed their time, 
talent and money to OSI. 


By Serene 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A German mins- 
ter said his government will 
“assist” Jordan in a “construc- 
tive" way with regard to talks 
the Jordanians are scheduled 
to bold with World Bank offi- 
cials to secure financial re- 
sources needed to cover the 
balance of payment deficit. 

“We gave Dr. (Ziad) Fariz 
( minis ter of pUuming) assur- 
ances that Germany would 
assist the Kingdom in a con- 
structive way with regard to 
hopefully successful negotia- 
tions in Washington, which wil] 
be a precondition to the res- 
cheduling meeting of foe Paris 
Club," said Winfned Fuchs, 
the director for the Mediterra- 
nean Region, Northern Africa 
and foe Mkkfle East at the 
Ministry for Economic Coop- 
eration. Mr. Fuchs is currently 
on a three-day visit to the 
Kingdom. 


Dr. Fariz, who held talks 
with the German visitor, left 
for Washington Monday to 
seek World Bank ass is t an ce to 
support the Kingdom’s current 
needs in implementing econo- 
mic and developmental prog- 
rsmnttSt 

The visit of foe five member 
German economic team 
beaded by Mr. Fuchs is the 
first visit by a donor delegation 
after the formation of the new 
Jordanian government. 

” 110 $ visit has been done in 
view of the actual discussions 
that are currently occurring in 
foe International Monetary 
Fund in the World Bank to 
arrive at a d i fferent level in the 
structural advancement prog- 
ramme,” Mr. Fuchs said. 

He explained that the 
structural advancement prog- 
ramme and the Paris Oub 
meetings would precede the 
consultative group meeting. 

"The German ride on tins 
occasion has underlined the 
need fra coordination for all 


bi late ral and multilateral 
efforts to support Jordan at 
tins difficult time,” Mr. Fuchs 
said. 

Mr. Fuchs, who met with a 
number of Jordanian officials 
including Minister of Finance 
Basel Jardaneh, said the 
delegation's visit concentrated 
on a range of issues including 
political, economical and de- 
velopmental problems. 

“We discussed a number of 
issues concentrating on politic- 
al ones, but also on issues 
concerning developme n t prog- 
ress underlining sectors of 
priority like water and irriga- 
tion, and linked to it agricultu- 
ral development program- 
mes,” Mr. Fuchs said. 

Jordan, the biggest recipient 
of German aid par capita, has 
so far received 400 million 
Deutschemarks (DM) since the 
onset of the Golf crisis in Au- 
gust 1990. 

"Germany has given to Jor- 
dan as the result of severe 
losses following the Gulf crisis 


special contributions in the 
form of untied grants which 
included 180 million DM last 
year, 20 million DM to help 
Jordan deal with the refugees 
and 150 million DM in June of 
tins year,” Mr. Fuchs said. 

Untied grants allow the reci- 
pient country to use the money 
as it wishes and do not impose 
on that country conditions for 
acceptance of the grant. 

In the field of financial bi- 
lateral negotiations, Mr. Fuchs 
said that a 30 millio n DM 
structural adjustment soft loan 
was given in the field of agri- 
culture. 

“In foe field of technical 
assistance, a 50 milli on DM 
grant was given to concentrate 
on ongoing projects under the 
lead of different ministries 
such as the planning, health, 
water and irrigation, trade and . 
industry ministries,” Mr. 
Fuchs said. 

The German delegation 
will head to Yemen after 
spending three days in Jordan. 


Lack of agricultural policy hinders development, minister says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's 
agricultural policy came under 
scrutiny Tuesday at a symposium 
organised by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in cooperation with 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO). 

The symposium, whidi lasts 
four days, is expected to review 

Communal 
experiences 
in Mideast 
discussed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-day 
symposium on sectarianism en- 
ded in Amman Tuesday after foe 
delegates reviewed five working 
papers presented by German and 
Jordanian researchers citing ex- 
periments on the subject in 
Europe and the Arab World. 

In the final session. Dr. 
Antoine Masarrah, from the 
Lebanese University, submitted a 
paper in which he discussed the 
situation in Lebanon and the 
transformation from sectarian 
violence towards an era of under- 
standing and co-existence. The 
paper also featured existing rela- 
tions among tike various com- 
munities and political factions 
and Lebanon’s drive to ensure 
the dominance of peace and 
security following sectarian fight- 
ing over 16 years. 

'The paper presented the va- 
rious options open to pluralistic 
communities, changes in demog- 
raphic and geographic situations 
due to farced migrations and 
amendments to the Lebanese sys- 
tem of government made impera- 
tive by the factional and sectarian 
fighting. The paper also outlined 
the magnitude of suffering among 
the Lebanese due to foe long 
strife and the agreement readied 
to end the d ifferences and con- 
flicts. 

A paper presented by Profes- 
sor Kama! Salibi discussed the 
state of communities and minor- 
ities in various parts of the Arab 
World but focused mainly on 
those of Jordan and Lebanon. 
Both of these states posses plural- 
ity of community ami, in the case 
, of Lebanon, the dominant sense 
of community is religions. Dr. 
Satibi said. 

He said that in the case of 
Jordan, it involves loyalties 
winch are principally tribal, re- 
gional or territorial — bedouin 
tribes, Jordanians and Rriesti- 
nians north and south. 

According to Prof. Salibi, in 
the Jordanian and Lebanese 
states, communal discored has 
threatened to become unmanage- 
able at times. In Jordan, the dash 
between Palestinian and the 
trans-Jordanian communities re- 
sulted in civil war in 1970. In 
Lebanon, the clash between 
Christian and Muslim communi- 
ties broke out into armed conflict 
in 1958 mid 1975 ending in 1990. 

Prof. Safibi said that in cases 
where the discord proves man- 
ageable, the state survives and 
the plaurality of oommumly with- 
in it may even enrich its life. 

The symposium, which was 
organised by the Goethe Institute 
in Amman together with the 
Amman-based Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF), was attended by 
from Jordan and Ger- 
many and a number of Arab 
countries. 

The waking papers covered the 
spirit of sectarianism and ethnic 
n a tfo natw™, the state of foe na- 
tion in tiie Arab Orient, ctiuric 
co-existence and violence and 
prospects for the creation of a 
state and nation of nndtisect coro- 
m unities. 


studies and working papers on 
foe country’s agricultural re- 
sources, developing the agricultu- 
ral sector, marketing of agricultu- 
ral products, pricing policies and 
a general agricultural develop- 
ment strategy. 

Agriculture Minister Fayez 
Kfaasawneb opened the sessions 
with an address in whidi he 
admitted that Jordan has no defi- 
nite agricultural policy. 

The lade of such policy has 
been the cause of all the problems 
enc oun ter e d by the agricultural 
sector despite past seminars de- 
signed to help boost production, 
the wrinigter said. 

Dr. Khasawneh said that the 
country is especially in need of an 
agricultural strategy at this crucial 
time, with numerous economic 
and political changes which 
directly affect the Kingdom’s 
agricultural production, pricing 
of crops and marketing opera- 
tions. 

The recent events in the region 
and' the Gulf crisis have an 
adverse' impact 'on Jordan’s pro- 




Fayez Khasawneh 

duction and marketing of its pro- 
duce, foe minister added. One of 
foe other negative factors, the 
minister said, is Jordan's poor 
and limited agricultural lands, 
which do not exceed 2 .5 million 
dunums. Only 600,000 dunums 
axe cultivated through irrigation, 
be said. 

TprdaxT is also soffefipg*'§S>m 
severe watec shortage. £pr ^his 


reason, only 550 cubic metres of 
water were allocated for irriga- 
tion in 1990, he said. The country 
does not expect big increases in 
irrigation water allocations over 
foe coming 20 years, be added. 

FAO representative Dr. Dia 
Abdo said Jordan is in dire need 
of an agricultural policy, particu- 
larly as agricultural production 
constitutes one of the main pillars 
of the national economy. 

Dr. Abdo expressed satisfac- 
tion over the existing level of 
cooperation between FAO and 
Jordan and hoped such coopera- 
tion would continue. 

Dr. Wahd Abed Rabbo, chair- 
man of a prepar a tory committee 
for the symposium, called on foe 
Ministry of Agriculture to revise 
its traditional role and embark on 
measures that would help Jordan 
cope with the internal and exter- 
nal challenges it is facing. 

FAO experts and Ministry of 
Agriadture engineers are taking 
part.in the symposi u m held at the 
Royj&.Gpltural Centre In An - 
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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS & HOUSING 

GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 
GENERAL TENDERS ANNOUNCEMENT. INVITATION TO 
TENDERS NO. (156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161791) 

Local contractors classified in field of buHcfings and international contractors in the same field and classification 
who are interested In participating In this tender are requested to contact the Government Tender Direc to rate at 
Ministry of Pitolic Works and Housing, Amman. Jordan, to receive tender documents starting from 3/12/1991, 
and in accordance with the following terms: - 


Tender No. Description 


(156/91) 1. Construction of Hai- Nazal Comp. Girts 

school area (4687)m 2 

2. Construction of Abu - AJanda Comp. Girls 
school area (3654)m z 

3. Construction of Al -Kouwesmei (Hai - 
Almaadi) Comp. Girts school area 
(4687)m 2 

4. Construction of Al -Kouwesmei (Um - 
Nouwara) Comp. Girls school area 
(3321 Jm 2 

(157/91) 1. Constnjctton of Al -Toury / Irtoid Comp. 

Girls school area (SOOSJm 2 

2. Construction of Kuaber Comp. Girts 
school /Irbid area (3063)m* 

3. Construction of Aydoon Comp. Girls 
school area (3008)m* 

(158/91) 1. Construction of Makhraba Comp. Girts 

school area (2436)m 2 

2. Construction of Bait - Ras Seoon. Boys 
school area (3436 Jm 2 

3. Construction of Malka Comp. Girts school 
area (2853)m* 

(159/91) 1 . Construction of Um - Teeneh Comp. Boys 

school area (3059^ 

2. Construction of Jabal Al-Nadif Comp. 
Girls school area (2618)m 2 

3. Construction of Jabal Al-Joufeh Comp. 
Girts school area (2178)m 2 

(160/91) 1. Construction of Al - Yactoudeh Comp. Girts 

school area (2838)m 2 

2. Construction of Husban secondary girls 
school area (2630)m 2 

3l Construction of Al - Jwaideh Comp. Girts 
school area (2560)01* 

(161/91) 1. Construction of NaqbAl-Dabbour secon- 

dary. Girls school area (2253)m 2 

2. Construction Ain - A! Pasha Secon. Girts 
school area (2872)01* 


Classification 

Grade 


Last Date 
For Submit 
of Tenders 


4/1/1992 

Saturday 


Fret or 
second 


First or 
second 


First or 
second 


First or 
second 


First or 
second 


4/1/1992 

Saturday 


7/1/1992 

Tuesday 


7/1/1992 

Tuesday 


11/1/1992 

Saturday 


11/1/1992 

Saturday 


a The project is partially financed by the Japanese loan. 

b. Work load will be considered in awarding. 

c. Each tender price JD (225). Non-refundable. 

d. Last date for purchase of tender documents on December 25th. 1992. 

e. Offers shall be submitted to the Government D i rectorate before 13:30 local time on the mentioned 

data 

Chairman, C entr al Tender* Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Besheer Al- Jaghbeer 
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Timely debate 

THE SYMPOSIUM on sectarianism, organised by the 
Goethe Institute and the Arab Thought Forum (ATF), 
is a timely endeavour in view of the looming dangers of 
balkanisation of the Middle East region. Being the 
cradle of the three monotheistic religions, the Middle 
East is a nwmair of ethnic, reli gions and national 
diversities even though Arabs constitute by far the 
greater majority of the inhabitants of the area. Unless 
an equitable equation can be found between the 
majority and the minorities, — in the region as a whole 
and within each of its components — there wiD always 
be a danger of ethnic, religions or national frictions 
that may lead to widespread infights like what had 
happened in Lebanon, and Iraq or what is going on 
Yugoslavia at the moment. In this context, many 
people believe that Arab enemies are intent on 
manipulating ethnic and reHgkms divisions in order to 
Anther weaken the peoples of the area and render 
them easier prey for exploitation. 

What is occurring in the Soviet Union and Yugosla- 
via in these trying days could be only the tip of the 
iceberg. It is feared that the rising phenomenon of 
nationalism across East Europe would trigger an 
avalanche of similar eruptions across the south-eastern 
European rim that would spill over to the Middle East. 
This new wave of nationalism, ethnirism and sectar- 
ianism comes in stark contrast with the unifying forces 
at work in the advanced industrial nations of Europe 
where the mam trend' is to forge a united front based 
on a more enlightened vision that highlights the 
commonality of interests between peoples and accentu- 
ates their similarities instead of their differences. 

What seems to promote sectarianism and ethnic 
nationalism iiT these times is the international 
approach to human rights where national, sectarian 
and ethnic differences are promoted and protected. 
Hie intensity of the international human rights argu- 
ments in favour of the sacrosanctity of the differences 
between peoples has reached ominous proportions in 
many uJn. human rights fora by calling for the 
exerdse of the right of setf-detennination by minorities 
of all kinds even if that entailed the breakup of 
countries and the diminution of their sovereignty and 
"independence. 

We, the peoples and states of the Middle East, need 
to make a choice between the enlightened orientation 
of the advanced countries or the regressive approach 
of the less-developed worlds. Even at the level of 
Jordan, there is a great deal more that needs to be 
done to incorporate and apply the enlightened 
approach by inculcating more honestly the notion that 
Jordanians are Jordanians no matter where they 
originate from and irrespective of their religion or 
ethnic origin. We cannot honestly say, even in our 
present-day enlightened Jordan, that enough has been 
done in this vein. Hopefhlly the occasion of convening 
the symposium on sectarianism would serve as a 
launching pad for more bona fide activism in the 
direction of treating people equally no matter what 
their faiths or ethnic backgrounds are. 
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AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday dwelt on the King’s speech from 
the throne in which he stressed the need for cooperation between 
the legislative and executive authorities and emphasised the fact 
that democracy does not mean that a certain group should impose 
its will or ideas on others. The paper said that the King's speech, 
which serves as the government’s policy statement, made it dear 
that the way is now clear for political pluralism based on the 
Jordanian Constitution and the National Charter endorsed by the 
national congress. The paper stressed that political pluralism was 
a vital component of the democratic system of the country. It 
echoed the King’s words that only through dialogue and dose 
cooperation among the various political groups, and between the 
government and Parliament, can this democratic system survive. 
The paper said that any group trying to undermine the existing 
Jordanian institutions or cause intimidation to others would be 
considered as hostile to the democratic system built by the 
Jordanian people. The paper said that the Jordanian people can 
by no means allow any party to threaten the gains achieved and 
secured through a long, arduous march towards a better future, 
therefore, democracy in Jordan can be in no danger, regardless of 
the isolated incidents here and there that might temporarily mar 
the bright image of this country. 

ISRAEL’S absence from the bilateral peace negotiations in 
Washington denies the Jewish’s state’s repeated claims over the 
past decades that it was keen on reaching peace with its Arab 
neighbours. By favourably responding to Washington’s call to 
meet in the American capital, the Arabs have now called Israel’s 
bluff and exposed its real intentions to the whole world, the paper 
said. It said that the Arab countries and the Palestinians want to 
see the U.N. Security Council resolutions implemented and want 
to see the international legitimacy respected by all parties, in stark 
contrast with Israel’s position which wants to perpetuate occupa- 
tion of Arab land. Hie paper said that the Arabs have been 
expecting Israel’s manoeuvres in the course of the peace 
negotiations, but this refusal to attend the parely in the American 
capital on schedule served as a blow to the U.S. credibility and a 
challenge to Washington’s will. This irresponsible attitude and 
continued disregard of the unit and the desires of the international 
community, said the paper, places the co-sponsores of the peace 
parley face-to-face with their serious responsibilities towards 
world peace and securty. 


The controversial issue of subsidies 


SUBSIDIES on the prices of certain consumer goods (b a s ical l y 
flour, bread, sugar and rice) stand out as a main bone of. 
contention in Jordan. The issue has gathered more heat because it 
has been presented and debated in the context of the IMF- 
sponsored economic adjustment programme. 

The theory of market economy resents subsidies. Not only 
those relating to any group of consumer goods, but also those 
given to producers such as the vast subsidies extended to 
agricultural products in the bulwarks of market economies, 
namely the United States and the European Community. Export 
subsidies are also detested but not hotly debated. 

By purely economic criterion, subsidies should be disputed and 
most probably faulted. Price-subsidised products are sold in the 
market at prices lower than their cost. In logic and theory, this is 
wrong; it allures overconsumption, that is waste, on the part of 
the consumer and destroys tire motivation to cut costs on the part 
of the producer. In the final analysis, this is a net national loss. 

But the trouble is that price subsidies given to basic consumer 
goods are not a pure economic issue. They have a very important 
social dimension which cold-blooded market economists tend to 
discard. This social aspect is most magnified where subsidies date 
back a long time, in which case they are firmly built into the 
economic and spending behaviour of households. 

The fragile aspect of the IMF-sponsored adjustment program- 
me is not only that it tries to coolly overlook the social 
implications of subsidies, but that it also recommends dismantling 


them over a short period of time. Indeed, very short compared to 
their life to date. Any successful treatment of these subsidies 
should, in my view, be based on phasing them out very gradually 
over an extended period of time, exactly as a habit-foroting drug 
is withdrawn. 

The abolishing of basic goods subsidies is being marketed under 
the pretext that subsidies should go only to groups who really 
deserve them. On die face of it, this plea sounds lofty, noble and 
very powerful. But then you come to define who deserves and 
who does not and find that all Jordanians fall under the definition 
of those who qualify for receiving subsidies while all non- 
Jordanians do not. This dichotomy does not only evoke the foul 
sanell nf d krriminati on, but invokes the ridiculous images of every 
country in the area trying to shield itself against foreigners. Thus 
Jordanians in the Gulf states, Egypt or Syria, for example, will 
also be classified as non-deservers there. Imagine the consequen- 
tial anarchy if this philosophy spreads throughout the area (under 
the bann er of economic adjustment). Because the number of 
Jordanians abroad is more than the number of non-Jordanians 
residing in Jordan, we will be the net loser of this subsidy- 
abolishing game. 

It is also maintain ed that the category of those who do not 
deserve subsidies indude users such as restaurants, hotels and 
certain manufacturers (candy factories, for example) which 
should be denied these subsidies. This is, simply, a sort of 
self-fooling because the respective owners pass the resulting price 


increase to the final consumers, whether they deserve the subsidy 
or not. 

If there is a system for sorting out those who really deserve 
subsidies, that will be fine. Practically, however, there is no such 
system exists. The economic status of any person or household 
shifts perpetually to the extent that no computer can keep up with 
these shjfK or trace them. Today one is employed, tomorrow he is 
laid off. This mouth or year you make fat or meager profits but 
incur a loss the next year or month. 

And it is strang e how adamant the IMF and the market 
economists are about wiping out subsidies on commodity pikes . 
while tolerating subsidies on services, particularly public health 
services and education. Most probably, the very social dimensiou 
mentioned above to justify the call for abandoning subsidies is' 
invoked here to justify the contrary. Actually, the IMF is 
f ur ther in g a world order based on free trade where only the fittest 
survives and is hardly concerned about remedying budget deficits 
as a matter of principle. 

During the Gulf crisis, when Jordan bought crude ofl from Iraq 
at prices lower than world market prices, the IMF cried out when 
it saw Jordanian consumers buying gasoline at prices not less thaq 
the world prices, that is about their cost. Now the question is as 
follows: Is it in the interests of the Jordanian economy to engage 
in building that world order even at the expense of our social 
considerations and interests?! 


Japan, U.S. struggle to redefine the ties that hind 


By Linda Sieg 
Reuter 

TOKYO (R) — Half a century 
after Japan plunged into war with 
the United States, the two na- 
tions, though now firm allies, are 
struggling to redefine ties often 
marred by emotionalism and out- 
dated roles as feudal overlord and 
vassal. 

“The fundamental issue is the 
power switch,” said Robert Oir, 
director of the Japan Stanford 
Centre in Kyoto. 

“The U.S. is not prepared to 
deal with the fact that there has 
been a change in the power rela- 
tionship with Japan,” Mr. Orr 
said. 

“And Japan talks about having 
a global power role, but I'm not 
convinced they're totally on 
board in terms of responsibility. 

“Both sides have yet to come 


to grips with the change.” 

In Japan the approach of the 
50th anniversary of Japan's Dec. 
7 attack on Pearl Harbour has 
brought intense scrutiny of the tie 
with Tokyo’s former enemy and 
erstwhile mentor. 

Running through many of the 
m usings is a sense of frustration 
with America's perceived failure 
to recognise Japan as an equal 
partner on the world stage, and 
sometimes the fear that such frus- 
tration could fuel an anti- 
American backlash. 

The frustration is symbolised 
by the newly-coined term “Ken- 
bei," variously translated as “dis- 
like of America,” “disrespect for 
America,” or even “apathy to- 
wards America.” 

“To a large degree, “kenbei" is 
the emotional backfire you get in a 
one-sided love affair,” said Yulrio 
Okamoto, a former diplomat and 


Gulf Arabs court 
Khoipcini’s 
successors in Iran 


By Yoossef Azmefa 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Gulf Arab states that 
viewed Tehran with deep suspi- 
cion for more than 10 years are 
courting Ayatollah Khomeini's 
successors, confident Iran’s 
pragmatic new leadership is no 
longer trying to export fun- 
damentalist Islam. 

But diplomats and officials in 
the region say the mood across 
the Gulf from Iran remains cau- 
tious and calls for a quick fix of 
. Arab- Iranian treaties and Iranian 
involvement in plans for the fu- 
ture defence of the region were 
unrealistic. 

“Iran’s vigorous defence of 
Kuwait’s sovereignty after the 
Iraqi invasion heartened the Gulf 
states. They are keen to build 
new bridges and to overcome old 
suspicions,” one Western diplo- 
mat said. 

“Rafcanjani’s success in reining 
in fundamentalist mullahs has 
been most impressive. His fore- 
ign and economic policies are 
reassuring,” another said in a 
reference to Iranian President 
'Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani’s 
moves to curb extremism, open 
up to the West and Gulf neigh- 
bours and liberalise the economy. 

The diplomats said that in their 
courtship of Iran, the Gulf Arab 
states were having to overcome 
deep-rooted suspicions by their 
American friends who led the 
military campaign that ended 
Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait nine 
months ago. 

“They tell us they can handle 
Iran and we need not worry,” a 
Western diplomat said. 

Washington’s Europeans allies 
were themselves improving ties 
with Iran and seemed happy to 
see better relations between the 
Arab states on the Western and 
southern shores of the Gulf and 
non-Arab Iran that dominates its 
eastern coast, he said. 

While opposing President Sad- 
dam Hussein's takeover of 
Kuwait, Tehran came out strong- 
ly against the West's involvement 
in the Golf war and the presence 
of U.S. troops in the area. 

It has since vigorously de- 
nounced the new military treaty 
between the United States and 
Kuwait and negotiations for simi- 
lar defence pacts with other Gulf 
Arab states as part of an Amer- 
ican bid to control the region. 

The diplomats said the Gulf 
states did not see the noises com- 
ing out of Tehran as ominous. 

" Raf s an jani and his govern- 
ment are the successors of 
Khomeini, who dubbed .the Un- 


ited States “the great Satan.’ They 
£an no more drop their anti- 
American rhetoric than they can 
annnal Khomeini's sentence on 
Salman Rushdie,” one Gulf offi- 
cial said in a reference to the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s 
death sentence on Rushdie for his 
book “the Satanic Verses” which 
be considered blasphemous 
against Islam. 

Gulf officials say one should 
watch Tehran’s actions, inducting 
its efforts to end Lebanon’s hos- 
tages crisis, rather than the rheto- 
ric left over from the Khomeini 
years. 

Tehran has campaigned in re- 
cent weeks, especially through 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, for a role in future Gulf 
security arrangements, arguing 
they should exclude non-regional 
powers and would be incomplete 
without Iranian involvement. 

Until a few days ago, the Gulf 
Arab states stayed largely silent 
and appeared to encourage Iran 
to think that some sort of security 
discussion was possible. 

But they have now defined the 
limits of future cooperation due 
to be discussed in March by Mr. 
Velayati: and tbe foreign minis- 
ters of the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Sandi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

“Concerning die Gulf water, 
environment, freedom of naviga- 
tion. regulation of routes and 
fishing problems, there most be a 
dialogue with Iran because it is a 
partner in these waters. We can- 
not change geography,” GCC 
Secretary-General Abdullah 
Bisbara said in Kuwait on 
Wednesday. 

“But I want to clarify some- 
thing... there’s a difference be- 
tween securing the Gulf waters 
and preserving the security, sta- 
bility and sovereignty of the GCC 
states. That is the concern and 
responsibility of tbe GCC states,” 
he told reporters after a meeting 
of GCC foreign ministers. 

Since tbe expulsion of Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait on Feb. 28, 
Gulf Arab states have gradually 
resumed trade and political rela- 
tions with Tehran that were 
strained dnring the eight-year 
Iran-Iraq war which ended in 
August 1988. 

They have reopened embassies 
and resumed air links. 

The diplomats said that the 
most significant carrot for Iran 
was the prospect of greater trade 
and easier movement of people 
across the Gulf. 


now president of consulting firm 
Okamoto Associates. 

“Japan... had been looking at 
the U.S. as the most friendly and 
favourable nation,” Mr. Okamo- 
to said. 

“If you talk to people on the 
street, automatically America 
will come up as their greatest 
friend and they know successive 
governments have tried hard — 
sometimes without much legi- 
timacy — to bend Japanese policy 
accommodate in American de- 
mands.” 

Anti-Japanese sentiment which 
flared in the United States when 
Japan waffled over bow to sup- 
port tbe U.S.-led militaryeffort in 
the Gulf war last year is often 
cited as a prime example of 
America's failure to give credit 
where credit is due. 

tokyo, constrained by its 
U.S. — drafted peace constitu- 


tion” that has limited the army to 
a strictly domestic defence role 
since the end of World War II, 
did not contribute personnel to 
the allied effort to force Iraq out 
of Kuwait 

It did, however, give $13 bil- 
lion to support the U.S.-led war 
effort and financed most of the 
funding through a domestic tax 
increase — points some Japanese 
say America failed to appreciate 
fully if at all. 

“It’s not that people are 
opposed to the government 
cooperating with the U.S., but 
when they are exposed to inces- 
sant tirades against Japan, they 
wonder — are we really that 
culpable, arc we really that sin- 
ful?” Mr. Okamoto said. 

Along with such sentiments is 
the growing sense that neither 
nation has figured out how to 
break out of patterns of interac- 


tion which cast America as patron 
and Japan as "client. 

“The U.S. has been the patron 
and Japan has been taken care of, 
and this came to be seen as 
natural,” said former diplomat 
Mo tofu mi Asai, now a political 
science professor at Nihon Uni- 
versity. 

“Not only America got used to 
this but the government and tbe 
(ruling) Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) as well, and they didn't 
criticise it as they should.” 

Americans can be equally frus- 
trated with what they perceive as 
Japan’s reluctance to shoulder 
the global responsibilities com- 
mensurate with its economic 
might. The question is, in what 
role does Japan see herself?” 
asked framer special U.S. pres- 
idential envoy Richard Arntitage 
at a symposium on U.S.-Japan* 
ties. 


“Does Japan see herself as a 
partner, as a student at the hand 
of tbe master, as a builder or as a 
master builder alongside the 
U.S.? If Japan can answer that 
question, Japan and the U.S. can 
work out their roles together.” 

A new generation of Japanese 
politicians, however, may be in- 
creasingly willing to answer such 
questions — and not necessarily 
in ways Americans will want to 
hear. 

Such politicians, including 
Ichiro Ozawa, a former LDP 
secretary general who has been 
widely tipped as a potential prime 
minister, say they want Japan to 
define its interests and gods and 
to articulate them forcefully. 

“All too often Japanese tend to 
quote others to force themselves 
to act,” Mr. Ozawa told the same 
symposium. 


Jordan — political 

management of economic 
adj ustment during transition 


By Izzat Dajani 

JORDAN is now in the process of renegotiating its agreements 
with the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) so 
as to adjust the Kingdom's economy and reschedule its foreign 
debt. Tbe country is passing through a rather unique set-up of 
incidences. The process of economic adjustment is happening at 
the same time that the country is going through a political transition 
towards more democratisation and increased liberalisation. To 
complicate things further, the recent crisis and war in the Gulf, 
the deportation of Jordanian workers, the loss in remittances and 
the sharp decline in ' markets opened to Jordanian exports had 
all contributed to this complex picture of Jordan's economic 
prospects and its chances for readjustment and eventual recovery. 

Our analysis will focus on incidences of successes with examples 
drawn from various countries. Some, possibly, represent extreme 
cases of economic chaos, as in Latin American nations, and their 
eventual structural and economic adjustment and recovery. This is not 
to say that Jordan is characterised such extremity, but rather to 
show that the country has every potential for success of 
adjustment and growth since nations with more serious crisis 
showed amazing results following their economic policies. The 
task needs political commitment and sensitivity. The figurative 
approach needs to take the form of a “soft heart” for policy 
sensitivity but a “hard head” for policy statements and decisions. 

During tbe transition, there are government efforts towards 
popular mobilisation. Transition is a process that is a result of 
incidents, such as internal restoration or internal reformulation. 
During the transition, the propeify rights of the bourgeoisie are 
•available, and the military institutional existence, assets and 
hierarchy cannot be threatened. These are important rules to 
prevent the return of the cycle. Pluralism is legitimate and 
unlimited as no force is used to exclude anyone from this process. 
Political forces appear to represent and reflect social ones, and 
commit them to the support of government policies. Planning is 
considered on a long- and short-term basis. It must be understood 
that the process is slower with a coalition-building-structure in a 
democracy as compared to a faster process and centralised 
structure in an authoritarian set up. One must always remember 
that bureaucracies are reluctant to give up power. The leadership 
is central in allowing and facilitating things to “move ahead.” 

Tbe politically-organised strengths and weaknesses of the 
society must be analysed as new groups, that were not part of the 
original pact, can play a role or be excluded. In a transition, there 
are problems of raised expectations among the populace, and 
longer lead-times of having things done. The government needs to 
mobilise resources, develop systems, incorporate new groups and 
respond to demand. The decisional capacity of the government 
becomes slow, and needs to deal with parties that are fragmented 
and with little experience. 

Effective economic adjustment requires overcoming political 
opposition in which the regime must calculate how the process 
will affect various members of the coalition. It also requires a 
compromise between state and market forces in which the former 
needs technocratic and bureaucratic ability to synthesise and 
implement policies of adjustment. There is a need for adequate 
reso urce s with effective use of external financial assistance. 
Records show that constitutional governments have done as well 
f® r fj8“ nes >n managing adjustment policies during 

the 1980s. The difficulty in sustaining stable macro-economic 
policies remained a feature of the new democratic regimes. 
However, analysis and good strategy make a difference in 
averting crisis during times of economic readjustment. This is a 
medium-term effort to reorient the economy based on its 
increased productivity and competitiveness in the world economy 
— problems solved through better utilisation of country's 
resources. 3 

The adjustment process takes the form of either inwardly- 
onented import substitution with protectionist device, or out- 
wardly export-oriented, whereby countries applying the latter 


strategy had higher rates of GDP growth, lower unemployment 
and more equitable income distribution. 

Some argue tha$ stabilisation must precede structural adjust- 
ment. But in Bolivia (1985-88) they were both combined 
successfully. Export promotion has potential for long-term 
sustained growth, as import-substitution is faced with the limita- 
tions of tile domestic markets, especially in countries with 
population less than 10 million people, like Jordan. Striking the 
balance between economically viable and politically feasible 
policies is the key to government success. The government needs 
to understand the purposes of new policies and measures to be 
taken, who are the winners and losers, and how similar economic 
changes were successfully managed by other governments. 
Leaders responsible for adjustment must be more concerned with 
who really supports or opposes them than with just who might 
benefit from such policies. Costa Rica avoided confrontation by 
granting wage increases before devaluing with the intention to keep 
exports competitive. The government must be aware of the 
various forces affecting its policies. Such forces indude the 
necessity of meeting donor requirements, population demands to 
recover its levels of living and pressures from military business, 
organised labour and pressure groups. 

As in Jordan, governments taking over after relative economic 
chaos can maximise on the popular support for adjustment 
policies. There is a need to create a high sense of involvement by 
business, labour and popular organisations and to consult with 
them regularly. A sense of equity and fairness of policy must be 
portrayed by the government. 

In Costa Rica, wages were partially indexed to help keep up 
with inflation, and a policy of mini-devaluations was implemented 
to accustom people to this adjustment. People were constantly 
reminded of government intentions to maintain the adjustment 
efforts and this constant seriousness led to the r e t urn of flififat 
capital. 

In the 7%, the Korean president consulted with industrialists 
constantly to help them with their problems and encourage them 
to export. He still introduced guidelines and intervention policies, 
but they were accepted as he already built his consensus. Taiwan 
went further by encouraging industrialists to set up a fund to 
award successful exporters. Winning tbe bureaucracy remains to 
be a vital factor for the success of policies of adjustment. It is 
always best to start with the policy areas that are easier to control, 
and work towards tbe coalitions in areas that are more difficult - 

Historically, governments that were “winners” understood the 

programmes. They 

ret at establishing credibility by stating their clear intentions and 
fonushmg the international donors teams with the true account 

? rr ? nge ?. meet ™E s of donor agencies 
with industrialists and agriculturalists in Older to mate such 

donors more fainfliar with local conditions. Hus resulted in 
favourable ( amendments to the World Bank 1983 Costa Rica 
^ reaefai ng an agreement was in their 
^Mdthe World Bank s interest. They further tuderatood tbe- 
bank s decision-making process and pursued a policy of quick 
ag^nrent on easy issues first, followed by phases SevJluatfon of 
cthw.pobc.es putting into effect those enjoying broadeTco£ 

Ghana in 1982 controlled the agenda by approachine donors 
mtii its own plan that fitted well with KSS 

^^i«t22^-, Un<terS - tCK ? wU geopolitical game. Be- 
tween 1959-1965 it received substaifoal aid froorVS by 

11 ™ « key element along theU.S 
defence penmeter. \\%en “democratic” Owta Rk*. (1982) 

appeared threatened by extend and internal destabilkikm 
foras, substantial inflows of ftmds occurred. Jordan is no 
exception, Md the senous efforts by the government shall prove 
rewarding. Relatively the country possesses many of the'mn^ 
dients necessary for the success of economic readjusting *5 
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N Palestinians accuse Israelis of electric shock torture 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 

* Israeli interrogators have used 
electric shock torture to extract 
confessions from prisoners in the 
occupied territories, a P alestinian 
human - rights group char ged 

Tuesday. 

The Palestine Hamas Rights 
Information Centre, a group link- 
ed to leading Palestinian 
nationalist Faisal AI Husseini, 
said it had documented eight 
cases this year, aO in die occupied 
West Bank city of Hebron. 

“It is highly unlikely — indeed 
virtually impossible — that die 
actions of these interrogators in 
torturing detainees with electric* 
ity were not known by the inter- 


rogator’s superiors, and possibly 
others,” the centre said in a 
76-page report co-written by an 
American lawyer. 

A spokesman for the Israeli 
army said he would check the 
charges in the report. However, 
interrogation is normally carried 
out by the Shin Bet secret police. 

The report said electric shock 
torture was carried out by at least 
five different interrogators at the 
Hebron military headquarters, al- 
ways during the nigh t. Seven 
cases, including the torture of a 
14-year-old boy, were in April 
and one in September, the centre 
said. 

Israeli secret police have been 
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Negotiators await Israelis 
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substantia] discussions on issues 
related to genuine peace,” be 
said. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi told reporters: 
*tiP“We have come here in good 
froth and with a genuine will and 
's. resolve to seek just peace that can 

^ be achieved through genuine and 

1 serious talks.” 

“We are not here to buy t im e 
or to waste it," Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“We seek to engage in genuine 
and serious negotiations ... on 
Wednesday, we are determined 
to overcome obstacles, not to 
create them.” 

Haidar Atxtal Shafi, the chief 
P alestinian negotiator, said the 
delegation was not leaving - 
Washington this week if the 
Israelis did not turn up for 
Wednesday’s talks. 

“We shall wait for them,” Dr. 
Abdul Shafi said. “We are se- 
rious about malcmpr peace.” 

The possible delay in starting 
the second round of Arab-Israeh 
peace talks, which were launched 
m Madrid with the opening of the 
Middle East peace conference 
Oct 30-Nov. 2, mwteitiiwl die 
depth of differences in substance 
and approach to the peace pro- 
cess between the Israelis and 
Arabs. 

Israel, upset by the American 
invitation to the parties for the 
bflaterah and a set of “propo sa ls/ 
principles" which it sees as a U.S. 
effort to dictate terms to the 
Middle East negotiators, says 
that its delegation will be in 
Washington on Dec. 9 to discuss 
procedural matters, with die 
mam theme being its desire to 
shift the venne to the Middle East- 
after one or two sessions in the 
U.S. capital. 

• On the other hand, all the 
Arab delegations have affirmed 
that they would insist on discus- 
sing issues of substance with the 
Israelis and would not allow 
themselves to be bogged down in 
what they see as Israeli stalling 
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over procedures. 


Arafat 

(Contin u ed from page 1) 
West Bank under interna tion a l 
protection. 

“From foe Palestinian point of 
view we’re talking about a com- 
plete transfer of power under foe 
umbrella of Palestinian 
sovereignty and international 
protection.” 

Dr. Shaath — who played a 
key backstage role in foe first 
round of talks last month in Mad- 
rid — did not receive a U.S. visa 
for the Washington meeting. 

He said Palestinians rejected 
foe Israeli concept of Palestinian 
self -determination spelled out in 
its 1979 peace treaty with Egypt 
because it excluded rights to land, 
legislation, and water. 


Dr. Ashrawi said foe Palesti- 
nians living under Israeli occupa- 
tion were still being subjected to 
penalties and harsh measures im- 
posed by the occupation author- 
ities because “foe Palestinians are 
seeking peace and have the cour- 
age to speak loudly of their desire 
for peace." 

“ Regrettably , the only re- 
sponse we have received from 
Israel is continuing oppression," 
she said. “Our positive response 
to foe peace process was met by 
the Israeli side in the form of 
continuing settlements in foe 
occupied territories.” 

The Palestinians “paid dearly 
for then participation in the Mad- 
rid conference,” she added. 
“Israel is continuing its policy of 
confiscating Arab land, de- 
molishing Palestinian homes and 
dosing down universities,” she 
said pointing out the West Bank’s 
Bir Zeit University, where foe 
Works as an EngK sh -langna gff 

professor, was recently ordered 
to remain dosed for another 
three months. 

She said the Pales tinian delega- 
tion was in Washington in fine 
with the will of the Palestinian 
people and leadership. The 
Palestinians believe that the lan- 
guage of oppression and domina- 
tion will not continue “to be the 
characteristic of the 21st cen- 
tury,” she said. 

“Let us base our future and 
that of die Israelis on mutual 
recognition and common rights.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said a dispute 
over visas for advisors for the 
P alestinian delegation was “set- 
tled.” She did not refer to any 
details of the dispute but sources 
said in Amman that the U.S. 

administr ation did not issue visas 

to some of the advisors who are 
members of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO). 

Dr. Ashrawi paid tribute to the 
American role in the Middle East 
peace process and said that “we 
feel that America is serious and is 
determined to pursue this pro- 
cess.” 

“We feel happy about the 
American position and we really 
need that commitment on the 
part of the U.S.,” she added. 

Shamir 

(Continued from page 1) 

me of our Arab neighbours, 
there will not be peace or any 
agreement,” Mr. Shamir said. 

A key aide to Mr. Shamir said 
on Modnay that Israel would 
send “some representation” to 
peace talks next Monday but stiO 
wanted a U.S. reply to Israel’s 
terms. 

“The idea of starting talks 
without us isn’t serious,” Yosa 
Ben Aharon told ferae! Televi- 
sion. “After all, they can’t do 
anything without us.” 


officially authorised to use “mod- 
erate” physical pressure to ex- 
tract information. Most Palesti- 
nian prisoners are convicted on 
the basis of confessions. 

The authorised methods re- 
main secret but there axe fre- 
quent charges by both Palestinian 
and Israeli human rights groups 
of beatings, sensory deprivation 
and psychological torture. 

“Tne need for special equip- 
ment and training points to the 
conclusion that these interroga- 
tors were acting in accordance 
with official policy, if not under 
d ir e ct orders," the report said. 

Jeffrey Dflbnan, foe American 
lawyer who co-wrote the report, 
said all eight documented cases of 
electric shock torture involved 
minor charges such as throwing 
rocks or unfurling Palestinian 
flags. Another score of reports 
were under study. 

The report, which appealed for 


a foreign inquiry into foe Israeli 
interrogation system, printed 
three of the affidavits provided by 
the eight Palestinians alleged to 
have been tortured. 

“I was shaking and shivering 
and was not able to scream even 
though I tried,” said Ramzi 
Dana, 20, arrested in Septem- 
ber.” I heard him laugh every 
time they shocked me with elec- 
tricity. In addition, they kicked 
me in my abdomen after every 
shock.” 

The report commented that 
torture is banned by international 
laws and said it feared that Israeli 
use of electric shod — which was 
alleged infrequently over the past 
two decades — was becoming 
more common. 

Despite the centre’s concern at 
foe apparent use of electric shock 
torture, it said several of those 
involved were more frightened by 
the beatings they had received. 


Brotherhood — organised 


(Continued from page 1) 

negotiations with Israel. The 
Ikhwan's apparent reluctance 
to withdraw from the cabinet 
was viewed as an Indication 
that the movement was not 
ready to jeopardise its grow- 
ing influence on education, 
and to an extent on media, as 
long as it could. 

Ikbwan officials insist their 
opposition to peace talks is 
principled and that there was 
no way that they would have 
continued in die Bad ran gov- 
ernment if negotiations had 
started. 

“We stipulated to our five 
ministers that they should 
resign immediately once the 
government declares its in- 
tention to participate in foe 
peace talks,” said Deputy 
Hamzeh Mansour. 

In practice, the Ikhwan’s 
ministers’ conservative social 
compaign provoked strong 
resistance from the more 
liberal and reinforced claims 
by its rivals that the move- 
ment was more concerned 
with imposing restrictions on 
“women’s freedom” than 
fiu-fc-Kng “the more challeng- 
ing political and socio- 
economic problems." 

Brotherhood officials repe- 
atedly denied such claims. 


stressing that the Ikbwan did 
not ignore other issues and 
gave special attention to the 
issue of public freedoms. 

Well-informed sources 
dose to the Dchwan say that 
the controversy over its 
ministers conservativism 
sparked a debate within the 
movement as some officials 
argued that it was premature 
for the system to accept such 
changes without provoking a 
confrontation that the 
Brotherhood did not want. 

One argument inside the 
movement was that the cam- 
paign has weakened the 
Ikhwan’s standing by causing 
“unecessary fears among 
some sectors of the society” 
and alerting the Ikhwan’s riv- 
als to the urgency to unite 
and react. 

In retrospect, foe Masri 
government was viewed by 
foe Dchwan as well as many 
political observers as an 
attempt to undercut opposi- 
tion to the peace process and 
to draw foe fine to curb die 
Ikhwan’s drive for “social 
conservatism.” 

This interpretation, to a 
large extent, explains the 
fierce opposition that the 
Ikhwan put up against the 
Masri government right from 
the beginning. 


U.S. will not block Chinese 
nuclear sale to Syria 


WASHINGTON (R} — -The Un- 
ited States has no plans to block 
Syria's efforts to obtain a 
Chinese-made nuclear reactor 
that U.S. offidais say is for re- 
search and not for building nuc- 
lear weapons. 

U.S. analysts say the reactor 
would probably not pose a threat 
to other nations but would be 
important since it would repre- 
sent the first nuclear technology 
acquired by Syria. 

The project, still under consid- 
eration by the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
would let Syria obtain a miniature 
30-k3owait neutron source reac- 
tor made by China. 

“Our position is that Syria is a 
party to the NPT (nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty) and, as in 
any other nuclear activity includ- 
ing countries that are NPT par- 
ties, full scope safeguards should 
be in place before such coopera- 
tion takes place.” a State Depart- 
ment offidal said Friday. 

He said Washington would 
-accede to the sale of the reactor 
to Damascus if the safeguards, 
including provisions for interna- 
tional inspections, were put in 
place. 

Whether Syria would go along 
with the safeguards is still under 
discussion, added the offidal. 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

But he stressed that the reactor 
being considered was a “minia- 
ture" variety, used as a source of 
neutrons in laboratory research. 

“It’s not a significant piece of 
nudear cooperation or exper- 
tise... it's not a wea pons-type 
technology. It's not something 
that raises concerns,” he said. 

Leonard Specter, a non- 
proliferation expert with the Car- 


Regional talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

for a repeal in his speech to the 
General Assembly in September 
and the United States has pur- 
sued foe issue through diplomatic 
channels then. 

A senior U.S. official said that 
if the vote was on a ample, 
one-sentence resolution to strike 
out foe Zionism equals racism 
p ro p o si tion, foe United States 
bad the votes. 



Kenya Airways Back to Cairo 


Fly our Airbus 310 and B-757 to the heart of Africa from Cairo to Dubai. 
Tuesday: Cairo - Nairobi. Departure 1305 p.m. Arrival 1855 a.m. 
Monday: Nairobi - Cairo. Departure 2330 p.m. Arrival 0305 a.m. 
Tuesday: Cairo - Rome. Departure 0355 a.m. Arrival 0625 am 
Tuesday: Rome - Cairo. Departure 0800 a.m. Arrival 1205 p.m. 

For more information and reservations 
please contact your travel agent 
or Kenya Airways, general sales agent in Jordan. 

AI Karmel Travel and Tourism Co. 

Tel.: 688301 / 695876 - Amman - Jordan 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Affi FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 




4 Rents- Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are' available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-f 
nished. 

|* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

|For further details, please] 

lAbdoun Real! 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
.Fax: 810520. 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


r=s 


real estate 
us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 



REALTOS 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% torpor 

From Mete 
13 x 18 


Shine isani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


DOj^OO 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


*£ ‘‘ " 5 . 




Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman. near 
AhSyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7m — Midnight 

TeL 636966 



* CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Soiled Chinese Chefs 

[Ofrca IL30-3.-30 A fcflfrJJJO daifr] 

Taka away Is ■ifsHsMh 

Wadi Saqra Road 
' near Philadelphia Hotel 

[TUI. Niaa, Amman 

Cnee Tasted 
g L, fthwjuLwtd 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

IZ99-J5M & 1&30-23& 

Tek 03-314415 


negie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace, said that while the 
reactor is “probably not strategi- 
cally dangerous" to other coun- 
tries the decision to go ahead with 
it is “politically significant." 

The reactor would represent 
the first nudear technology ac- 
quired by Syria, one of the few 
countries in the Middle East with 
no nudear activity at all. 

It would mark the beginning of 
an effort by Damascus to build a 
cadre of nudear specialists and a 
small infrastructure . Mr. Specter 
said in an interview. 

He said virtually all countries 
that now have nudear weapons 
started small by acquiring tiny 
reactors, and so Syria's program- 
me, if implemented, “could even- 
tually lead to something” 
although it probably would take a 
long time. 

Mr. Specter said he would be 
surprised if the administration did 
not try, behind the scenes, to 
slow down the Syrian program- 
me. 

Although it still formally in- 
cludes Syria on its list of countries 
that sponsor “terrorism,” foe 
Bush administration in recent 
months has gone out of its way to 
cooperate with Syria, a key play- 
er in efforts to make progress on 
Middle East peace.. 

But it has opposed China’s 
plans to sell missiles to Syria. 


Hostage-takers put bag 
over head of U.N. envoy 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. envoy Giandomenico Pie- 
ce, who travels around the Mid- 
dle East negotiating die release of 
hostages and prisoners, hurt a hag 
put over his head whenever he 
went to meet with the hostage- 
takers in Lebanon. 

A U.N. official Monday said 
the bag was probably removed as 
the negotiations proceeded but 
the hostage-takers felt it was 
necessary to keep their where- 
abouts secret. 

“In foe course of the negotia- 
tions, in taking him to meet with 
foe various groups, he had a bag 
over bis head in foe car,” the 
official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, told Reuters about 
the two-metres tall Italian 
dipoimal. , 

Mr. Picco, as a special repre- 
sentative for Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, has 
pieced together a complex three- 
sided hostage deal, trading Wes- 
terners held in Beirut, Lebanese 
held by Israel and Israelis missing 
in Lebanon. 

“I am a mountain man, I am 
stubborn, we will finish this” he 
once told Reuters about foe talks. 

His negotiations have brought 
him face-to-face with the hostage- 
takers and inevitably exposed 
him to danger, inducting foe pos- 
sibility of being kidnapped. 


For this reason Mr! Perez de 
Cuellar sharply criticised on 
Monday what he called foe 
“Anglo-Saxon press," which be 
said overlooked the U.N. role 
securing the release of hostages. 

“It’s not for me I want the 
credit,” he told Reuters later. 
“There are all these other people 
working on it.” 

The United Nations bad been 
extremely discreet about negotia- 
tions. 

But on Monday in Damascus, 
Mr. Picco was beside Joseph 
Gdppio when foe former U.S. 
hostage was handed over to foe 
U.S. ambassador at the Syrian 
Foreign Ministry. 

Appearing for the first time at 
the handover ceremony of a freed 
hostage, Mr. Picco congratulated 
Mr. Cidppio on behalf of Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar and said the 
U.N. chief was determined “to 
continue work to get all hostages 
freed.” 

In bis comments to reporters 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar said, “I 
hope for once the press, mainly 
the Anglo-Saxon press, gives 
some credit to the United Nations 
because nothing is more un- 
pleasant and discouraging than 
when I open the paper and I don’t 
see any reference to the United 
Nations as if the release were a 
miracle.” 


THE AMERICAN 
LANGUAGE CENTRE 

I 

The American Language Centre is pleased to 
announce it’s winter, 1992 session 
28 December - 15 February 

General English skills - Levels 1-6 
Pre-TOEFL preparation - Levels 5-6 
TOEFL preparation of advanced students Level 7 
Professional Communication Level 7 
Conversation Through Movies Level 7 
Business English Level 7 
Advanced Academic Study Skills Level 8 

Each course is 80 contact hours, 
Please call 659-859 
for times and fee structure. 


PLACEMENT EXAMS: 

New students should register for a placement exam time 
and date. 

December 5, December 12, and December 18 

10:00 a-m. to 12:00 noon, 1M p.m . to 3:00 p.m, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
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The Regency Palace Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



BSdlTwano 

ENTERTAINMENT 






FOR RENT 


DELUXE B SUFEB DELUXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
& SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 

JUST CALL 

835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAI'OTEL 


Amman - Tef . 6661 93 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation; Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615060 - 615061 J 
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Ukraine seeks 
FIFA membership 


MOSCOW (R) — The Ukraine 
applied for membership of soc- 
cer’s world governing body and 
said it planned to make its debut 
on the international stage next 
May. 

Viktor Bamnov, phaimum of 
the Ukrainian Soccer Federation, 
said he sent a telefax message to 
FIFA in Zurich immediately after 
beating results of Sunday's re- 
ferendum in which the republic 
voted overwhelmingly for inde- 
pendence. 

“We sent a telefax saying that 
now the Ukraine has become an 
independent state, we ask for 
.temporary membership. I think 
there mil be no refusal,” Mr. 
Bannikov said. 

“We insist and demand that 
such a sporting power as the 
Ukraine should be recognised by 
Europe and the world.” 

Bannikov, a former Dynamo 
Kiev goalkeeper, said he hoped 
FIFA's Executive Committee 
would grant temporary mem- 
. bership at a meeting in New York 
on Dec. 7. 

He said full membership, 
which would give the Ukraine the 
right to play in the 1994 World 
Cup, could be granted only by a 
full FIFA congress. The next one 
was scheduled for July 1992. 

The Ukraine has long been a 
pillar of the Soviet national side, 
providing players of the calibre of 
Oleg Blokhin and Oleg Protasov 
as well as Valery Lobahoysky, 
who later coached the national' 
team for many years. 

Dynamo Kiev alone provided 
nine members of the 22-strong 
Soviet squad for the World Cop 


finals in Italy last year. 

“A Ukrainian side will be good . 
opposition for any team,” Mr. 
Bannikov said. 

The republic first approached 
FIFA last September but was told 
to apply again when its independ- 
ence became a reality. That con* 
dition had been met in Sunday’s 
vote, Mr. Bannikov said. 

The republic has already drawn 
up plans for eight national 
squads, ranging from youth to 
veterans teams. Mr. Gorbachev 
said the senior national side 
should play their first internation- 
al matches next May on a tour of 
the United States, Canada, Israel 
and Germany. 

Bat he promised that the 
Ukrainians in the current Soviet 
side would present the Soviet 
Union in the European Cham- 
pionship finals next year. “We 
can’t infringe die rights of players 
who have trained four years for 
this.” 

“Mr. Bannikov said that 
Ukrainian soccer officials would 
meet on Dec. 13-14 to discuss the 
creation of a Ukrainian league 
from next season. 

He rejected the idea that stan- 
dards mi gh t fell if Ukrainian play- 
ers were deprived of competition 
with the best Soviet teams, saying 
the present national league con- 
'sisted to all intents and purposes 
of just five Moscow and six 
Ukrainian sides. ■ 

The other Sonet first division 
rides from the Ukraine are Oier- 
nomorets Odessa, Dnepr Dnep- 
ropetrovsk, Shakhtvo r Donetsk. 
MetaQurg Zaporozhe and Metaf- 
ist Kharkov. 


Dutch champions aim 
to qualify in style 


SALONIKA, Greece (R) — 
Greece hope to ignore mathema- 
tical probability and keep their 
qualification dreams alive when 
they play the Netherlands in a 
European Championship Group 
6 qualifier Wednesday. 

The Dutch require only one 
point to clinch a place in next 
year’s finals in Sweden but will 
encounter a Greek ride who have 
a remote chance of denying the 
holders by winning their remain- 
ing two fixtures with a handful of 
goals- 

“In theory we are still in the 


race. We have never beaten the 
Netherlands and this is our 
chance to prove we can stand up 
to any European team, especially, 
when we play at home,” Greek 
coach Antonis Geoigiadis said. 

“Wfc will attack from the first 
minute and hope for the best. 
The Netherlands are still the best 
team in Europe bnt well give, 
everything we’ve got,” he added. ' 

The Greek attack, led by top 
marksman Dimitris Saravakos. 
must score seven goals and con- 
cede none in their remaining' two 
matches if they are to qualify. 
They visit Malta on Dec. 22. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAH HIRSCH 

01991 Trttx»e Mm Sanioas. Inc. 


DIFFERENT STROKES 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
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The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 2 4 Pass 

3 0 Pass 4 NT Pass 

6 0 Pass 6 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 9 
Bidding ie an inexact science. 
Switch a card from one suit to an- 
other and an excellent contract be- 
comes uamakable, or a poor 
contract becomes a good one. 

At both tables in a team game, 
North-South reached the spade 
slam on identical auctions. Looking 
only at the North-South cards, the 
slam is “iffy." But transpose 
North’s queen of chibs to the queen 
of hearts, or had the king of hearts 
been the king of dubs, and thi slam 
would be laydown. There is no way 
of determining these niceties in the 


bidding. 

At one table the opening lead was 
the jack of clubs. That left declarer 

with just one chance. With a sinking 

heart. Sooth called for the queen 
from dummy, and when East did 
not produce the king the rest waa 
easy. Declarer lost only the ace of 
diamonds. 

At the other table the lead waa the 
four of hearts. This seemingly in- 
nocuous attack wreaked havoc with 
the North-Sooth communica- 
tions — it remc~’d the only entity to 
North’s diamonds before it could be 
put to any use. Fortunately, declarer 
was able to come up with a pretty 
solution to the problem. 

The table's king won the first 
trick, and all the enemy’s trumps 
were extracted. Declarer then led 
the queen of overtaking 

with the king . East was left with a 
choice of ways by which to commit 
suicidp. 

If East took the ace of diamonds, 
declarer would be able to discard 
chib losers on dummy’s diamonds, 
since there was still a dia m o n d in 
the closed hand. East wisely with- 
held the ace, but declarer countered 
by discarding the diamond loser on 
the ace of hearts, returning to hand- 
with a ruff and then leading a low 
chib. Since the king of clubs was 
with West, declarer Bailed home, 
losing only a dub trick. 


Diplomatic Mission Families 

UNFURNISHED apartments, in the following areas: 4th - 
8th Circles, Abdoun, Sweifieh, Um Utheina, A! Rabieh, Um 
Summaq, and/or Jandaweei. 

The apartments required should have deluxe finishing; 5 
years old or less; and consisting of the following: 1-2 
bedrooms including a master bedroom, sitting/dining 
room. Modem kitchen, one & % baths, and other 
amenities. 

The net square metres for the apartments required should 
not exceed: (net sq. m. includes only usable living space, 
sitting/dining room, bedrooms, kitchen, bathrooms, etc...) 

1. One bedroom from 83-92 square metres. 

2. Two bedroom from 1 1D-132 square metres. 

3. Three bedroom from 174-191 square metres. 

4. Four bedroom from 202-224 square metres. 

Owners only, please send to the following address, price 
and other details, and floor plans, please include owner’s 
name, address and telephone number. 

Housing Office 
P.O.Box 354 
Amman, Jotdan. 


Injured Edberg pulls 
out of EC tournament 




ANTWERP (R) — Top seed 
Stefan Edberg withdrew from the 
injury-hit European Community 
Tennis Tournament Tuesday with 
knee and arm problems and is 
doubtful for next week’s Grand 
Slam Cup, organisers said. 

“He’s very doubtful (for the 
Grand Slam Cap),” Antwerp 
tournament director Sergio Pal- 
mi eri P almi er! said. 

World number one Edberg, 
troubled by a serious case of 
tendinitis since October, resumed 
training only four days ago after a 
three-week absence from the 
court. 

Paimieri said: ‘The first reac- 
tion (to training) was quite good, 
bnt then be tried to push harder 
and the result was not very 
good.” 

The Swede, who bad a first- 
round bye, had been due to play 
American Aaron Krickstein 
Thursday. He will now be re- 
placed in the Antwerp event by 
American Patrick McEnroe. 

Swiss Jakob Hlasek has also 
pulled out of the tournament 
after developing a fever late 
Monday. Soviet player Dimitri 
Poliakov wifi fill Hlasek’s place in 


the first round match against 
American Brad Gilbert. 

Yugoslav Goran Ivanisevic, the 
holder, and John McEnroe have; 
already pulled out of the presti- 
gious event. 

McEnroe, who has won here 
three times, is suffering from 
tendinitis in his right knee, while 
Ivanisevic has an adriHes tendon 
injury. 

Paimieri could not co nfirm per- 
sistent rumours that French Davis 
Cup hero Guy Forget had opted 
out of the event, famous for its 
one million dollars diamond- 
studded golden trophy shaped 
Hke a tennis racket. 

Meanwhile Italian Omar Cam- 
porese knocked out Andrei Cher- 
kasov of the Soviet Union 6-2 6-2 
to set up a second round encoun- 
ter with Czechoslovak Karel 
Novacek, winner of four tourna- 
ments this year. 

Former Wimbledon champion 
Pat Cash of Australia had to fight 
hard to overcome French quali- 
fier Thierry Gnardiola 6-7 (5-7) 
6-4 7-5 m two hours 36 minutes. 

“I just came batik from South 
Africa where 1 played on altitude. 
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Stefan Edberg 

•It was hard to adjust to this around quickly, 
surface,” said Cash, adding be “I thought about it all the 
had twisted his ankle in the first time,” he said. “Well see how 
set, m»lnwg it to move (the article) looks tomorrow.” 



UEFA extends 1996 soccer deadline 

GENEVA (R) — UEFA has extended the deadline for bids to 
host the 1996 European Soccer Championship finals to allow 
three other countries to join England and Portugal in the race. 
England and Portugal made the only firm bids by Monday’s 
official deadline, UEFA said Tuesday. But UEFA raid Austria, 
Greece and the Netherlands, were still interested in staging the 
competition and had asked for a further week to make up their 
minds. The new deadline is Dec. 10. England, widely-reported to 
have struck a deal with the French under winch they will back 
France's bid for the 1998 World Cup in return for its support for 
1996, are firm favourites to host the tournament. UEFA said its 
European Championship Commission will warning the applica- 
tions at a meeting on Jan. 16 before making a reco mme ndation to 
UEFA’s executive board. The final decision will be taken in May 
1992. 

Sao Paulo reaches Brazil soccer final 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A series of saves by goalkeeper Zetli 
carried Sao Paulo through to the final of Brazil’s Sao Paulo Soccer 
Championship at the weekend after they and opponents Pal- 
meiras drew 0-0 with 10-men each. Zetti made three vital saves 
while Palmdras striker Evair blasted his team’s best chance 
a gainst the crossbar in the second half of a match watched by 
110,000 people. Evair and Sao Paolo defender Antonio Carlos 
were sent off for fighting but Sao Paulo kept on’couise for their 
second title this year. They, won the Brazilian Championship m 
July, bringing coach Tele Santana his first major trophy in 20 
years. The two teams finished the semifinals level on points in 
Group 2 but Sao Paulo went through because of a better record 
daring the first stage of the competition. Sao Paulo face 
Corinthians in the two-leg final. In Rio de Janeiro, Vasco Da 
Gama beat Flummense 4-0 in a grudge match between coacbes 
Antonio Loper of Vasco Da Gama and his counterpart Edinbo. 
The two had dashed in the media after Edinbo daimed that 
Vasco's premature elimination from the co m petition was a result 
of tile over-defensive tactics of their coach. 

Irish Olympic gold medallist dies 

LONDON (R) — Ireland's only double Olympic gold medallist, 
hammer thrower Pat O’Callaghan, has died in the Comity of 
Tipperary at the age of 85. O’Callaghan had been competing for 
only 13 months when he won the Olympic gold in the 1928 
Amsterdam Olympics. He retained Ins tide in Lo6 Angeles four 
years later. 


U.K. players may strike over FA plans 

LONDON (R) — Players could go on strike early next year if 
they are not property consulted over Football Association (F.A.) 
plans to form an PngHah soccer premier league. Gordon Taylor, 
chief executive erf the Professional Footballers’ Association 
(PFA), the players’ union, has demanded a positive response 
from the F.A. within t h ree months. “The time for being tough has 
come,” be said. Taylor said the PFA needed a favourable 
response before the end of February or industrial action could not 
be ruled out. “We are not going to negotiate at five minutes to 12 
before the season starts, or at one minute past 12. “The players 
believe that if this super league boat is going to leave shore 
without the players involved then it’s very soon going to sink. 
“The word ‘strike’ has been used but most often it Iras been put to 
ns, not introduced by us. Bnt that may be the last alternative to 
consder if we feel this game of ours is going to be destroyed,” 
Taylor said. Premier league spokesman Rick Pany insisted the 
PFA’s fears were groundless. “The players do have a major role 
to play — they always have done,” he said. All 22 first division 
date have .agreed to quit the 103-year-old English Football 
League and form a premier league under rival F.A. control . 

Doncaster put team up for transfer 

DONCASTER, England (R) — Fourth division Doncaster 
Rovers, the bottom dub in the English Soccer League, put their 
entire team up for transfer Monday. Manager Steve Beaglehole, 
who took over last month saying there would he drastic changes if - 
results did not improve, acted pftfr the northern dub lost 54 to 
Lincoln Saturday. Doncaster, who last enjoyed victory in April, 
have not won in seven matches since Beaglehole arrived. The 
manager says most players could have leave on free transfers. 

New Zealand athlete suffers setback 

WELLINGTON (R) — Former world mfle record holder John 
Walker of New Zealand has suffered a setback in his attempt to 
become the first 40-year-old to run a sub-four minute mile. 
Walker, who plans to attempt to break four minutes on his 40th 
birthday on Jan. 12, was forced to pull out of a key warm-up race 
in New Zealand Tuesday because of a strained achilles tendon. 

Medallist falls initial dope test' 

MANILA (R) — A medallist at the South East Asian Games has 
failed an initial dope test, organisers said Tuesday. But the bead 
of the organising committee, Peter Gamicho, said all derail* 
would be withheld until a second urine sample had been analysed 
by the Australian sports drug agency in Canberra. Five medallists ' 
tested positive at the previous games in Kuala Lumpur in 1989. 
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FORECAST for WEDNESDAY DECEMMsK «, i»l - 
By Thomas & Pierson, Astrologer, CarroB Righter Foundation 

NERAL TENDENCIES: You j° 

need to be especially alert and 

■ir«> tn nil irifKfeftfiww ventures, are a pcason of character who » 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
will need to be especially alert and 
awake to all kinds of new ventures, 
undertakings inodes of ex- 
pression as yon moll over vital 
in te re sts to yonr success and happi- 


AuncSi (March 21 to April 19) 
You are now able to look at your 
property to sec just what you need 
to do to make it be more attractive ■ 
to the eye and pleasing to the 
heart. 

TACRCS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have dam, warmth and 
magnetism are able to project 
whatever you have in your con- 
sciousness and that means the most 
to yon so be forthright. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Take some time oat now to doset 
yourself with feat person who 
knows fee ride of yonr business 
fe a t yon don’t know enough about 
so get his help. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever brings yon the 
good will and fee active assistance 
of that friend who means so much 
to yon and who understands yon 
situation. 

LEO: (Jnly 22 to August 21) Yon 
have fee need now to do whatever 
win entrance yonr image and yonr 
position in the community in which 
you reside so lose no tune in so 
doing. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your briDiam new inspirations 


growing. ^ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Ibis is yonr day to get every- 
thing on a practical and sound bssg 
wife those speci al is ts in their Gelds ■ 
of action that have contact with 
you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon have some fresh 
approach at gaming fee good win 
of those yon regard as partners bat 
you mast be sure yon talk over 
wife them what they expect from: 
you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 tnf 
December 21) Yon certainly find; 
that most e v ervooe sec. and nodcr- 
uttwd that this 'is a considerable, 
amount of work to do and yon wbr 
favour by-getting it done. ' 
CAPRICORN: (December 2 2 to!! 
Janaary 20) Whatever makes yoh 
feel you are the one who deserves ar* 
good time is just right for you so as, 
soon as astral tasks are done enjoy 5 
yourself. i 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru-’ 
ary 19) There are a number of? 
dose companions wife whom you * 
have some chance to show your 
true spirit feat they cooperate? 
whole heartedly with yon. * 
PISCES: (February 20 to March' 
20) This is yonr time to show you 1 
do value fee good will of usual ■; 
»ni** who assist you and wife - 
whom yon have recently had a f 
disagreement with. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to Sum 
four ordinary words. 


TADAP 


1 CHUGO 




m 


REFOLG 


TUT 

JL 


INLATE 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form fee surprise answer; as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ALXXXXXJ 

/ . (Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jufnbtes: GUIDE FAJTH DABBLE BRONCO 

I Answer Seme thought the basketed player was acting 
like a baby when he was doing this — 
"DRIBBLING" 


THE Deily Crossword by Samuel K. Ftiegnar 


ACROSS 
1 Food 
5 Sink heavfty 
9 Pinkish color 
14 Tibetan monk 
15MandUkovaof 


16 Friendship 

17 Encourage 

18 Holy Roman 


19 indy antrum 

20 Postpone a 
golfers dream? 

23 Be hungry 

24 Velvet surface 

25 Author Rand 
27 "A Star—" 

32 Insecure feeling 

38 Gymnast Korbut 

39 Buffalo's lake 

40 Zeroes for a 


43 Good-bye 

44 Security Council 
member 

45 Secret 
rendezvous 

46 increased 
rapkSy 

48 Old Fr. coin 
50 Comfltion: suff. 
53 Russ, port 
58 Browbeaten 
matriarch? 

63 Open courts 

64 Gamer 

65 Tardy 
68 Jails 

67 Major and 

68 Slept Uw — 

69 Like a chimney 

70 Entranceway 

71 Bivouac hem 

DOWN 

1 Sound of 
thunder 

2 Convent attire 

3 Or. letter 

4 Irrigate 

5 Foufflustter 

6 BuOtfng material 

7 Leading 

8 Corsican patriot 

9 Dental decay 
10 Arab gulf 


Biii mi aaaaai 


lilHIH 

au 
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M 

3 

■an 
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Ot MlTrteu n. Mela Swvioa. Inc. 
MRVnnmnM 


11 Puerto — 

12 o’clock 
scholar'’ 

13 Stringed 
instr u ment 

21 Egg-shaped 

22 Inventor Howe 
26YutolWe (kinks 

28 Lager 

29 Carousal 

30 Fixes- 

31 Aerie 

32 N.T. book 

33 Ark helmsman 

34 — bed (retire) 

35 Card game 

37 — Alamos 

38 Skirt insert 

41 One who 
decovas 

42 Musical 
piece 

47 Restless 
49 Metal 

51 Tatter 

52 Look after 
54BrHanoe 


Puds So fratfc 


nnnnn nnnnn u-nfi 
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□ran nonn 
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55 Use the rink 

56 Attack 

57 Skilful 

58 Relgiaus " 
service 


SB P s n ndronw r 
name .-?■ 

60 Uustotf group 

61 Trumpeter At. 
-KASanceMW* 
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Real estate leaders urge 
Bush to act fast on economy 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Leaden 
erf the recession-hit U.S. zeal 
estate industry urged President 
George Bosh Monday to move 
quickly to stimulate the economy 
tat Mr. Bosh remained cautious, 
saying he had no intention of 
' _ a wrong move. 

Tm not going to do anything 
dumb,'* Mr. Bush said just before 
the meeting started at the White 
Home. 

The meeting with leaders of an 
mdustry bit hard by the economic 
downturn put more pressure on 
Mr. Bush to do something drama- 
tic to get the economy moving. 

The Teal estate leaders said 
they told Mr. Bash he should not 
wait until Ms annual state of the 
imkm speech in late January, as 
be would like to do, to announce 
iffl^mitiatives. 




group urged the presi- 
' dent to act now and not wait for 
^ i the state of the union,” Angelo 
fVMozilo, president of the Mort- 
;gage Bankers -Association of 
i America, told reporters. 

Asked if be saw any signs of 
recovery, Mr. Moodlo replied: 
“Absolutely not. It*s getting 
worse:” He said Mr. Bmfr recep- 
tive to comments from the more 
than a dozen industry leaders but 
; “provided no assurances” of any 
.swift new action. 

Robert Larson, board chair- 
man of the National Realty Com- 
,m ittee, took a more optimistic 
view. 

“I don’t think the recovery is 
here, tat I think many of the 
fundamentals are in place. Zt does 


j, 
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need serious attention and I think 
the president shares that view,” 
Mr. Larson said. 

The White House plan seems 
to be to sweat out the bad times 
and hope that low interest rates 
and low inflation spark a positive 
trend in fourth-quarter economic 
indicators. 

Mb’. Bush so far has sided with 
advisers who reject any “quick 
fix” to the economy, believing it 
would do more harm than good. 
Conservative Republicans and 
opposition Democrats are calling 
for tax cuts. 

Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
made dear the White House 
would take its own time in decid- 
ing what to do. “We’re consider- 
ing the issue, looking at all kinds 
of alternatives. Well operate on 
the timetable we think is most 
productive,” be told reporters. 

He rebuffed Senator Robert 
Dole's proposal that Mr. Bush 
convene a meeting of Republican 
leaders to map strategy for re- 
juvenating the economy. 

The president’s popularity con- 
tinues to be dragged down by 
economic problems. A weekend 
poll by Time magazine and Cable 
News Network put Mr. Bush’s 
approval rating at 46 per cent, the 
. first time it has dropped below SO 
per cent. 

Mr. Bosh tried to show a gov- 
ernment trying to help people, 
admitting: “Many Americans 
want to know what their govern- 
ment is doing right now to get the 
economy moving again.” 

He said he would sign a S1S1 


trillion transportation bill next 
week and ordered Transportation 
Secretary Sam Skinner to speed 
money to the states for job- 
intensive projects for an “instant 
benefit" to the economy. 

The six-year programme for 
highway construction and mass 
transit is supposed ro create two 
million jobs. 

“We want to ensure that hu- 
man problems that remain the 
most acute by the current econo- 
mic climate are addressed as 
effectively as possible by the ex- 
ecutive branch,” he said. 

Meanwhile, growth in the U.S. 
manufacturing sector slowed to a 
virtual standstill in November as 
an economic recovery appeared 
to run out of steam, a group of 
purchasing executives said Mon- 
day. 

Hie National Association of 
Purchasing Management said its 
monthly index fell to 50.1 per 
cent in November from 53.5 per 
cent in October. A reading above 
50 per cent shows the manufac- 
turing sector is expanding, while 
a reading below that level indi- 
cates the sector is declining. 

The manufacturing sector had 
been one of the few bright spots 
in the economy this year, rallying 
after the outcome of the Gulf war 
led to a burst of euphoria. But 
now the sector appears to be 
sliding back into recession, eco- 
nomists said. 

“The manufacturing side of the 
economy is fading very rapidly as 
one of the sources of growth,” 
said Allen Sinai, chief economist 
for Boston Co. 


ADB credits robust Asian economies 
for leading world growth this year 


MANILA (R) — Asia's robust 
economies outperformed the rest 
of the world in 1991. posting 
growth of more than six per cent 
despite the recession in North 
America, the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank (ADB) said Tuesday. 

Notable exceptions were Bang- 
ladesh, India and the Philippines, 
where growth slowed significantly 
in 1991, the Manila-based bank 
said in a report. 

“In contrast to previous world 
recessions, for instance the 1981- 
82 recession, the economic per- 
formance of the Asian region has 
been less affected by the econo- 
mic slowdown in industrialised 
countries," the bank said. 

While predicting a slowdown in 
Japanese growth to 3.3 per cent 
in real gross national product 
(GNP) in 1992 from 4 .5 per cent 
this year, the bank said the de- 
veloping countries of Asia would 
continue to post strong growth. 

Although the newly indus- 
trialising economies of Singa- 
pore. Taiwan and South Korea 
would see average growth fall 
slightly to 7.3 per cent in 1992 
from 7.7 per cent this year, other 
southeast and south Asian econo- 
mies would expand faster, with 
die Indian economy picking up. 

“Hong Kong should continue 
to see some acceleration in its 
growth rate mainly as a result of 
strong export demand and size- 
able increase in public invest- 


ments for infrastructure,” the 
ABD said in an update to its 
annual Asian Development Out- 
look report. 

This included the start of work 
on a S16 billion airport and port. 

But labour shortages and slow- 
er productivity growth would 
limit the expansion of the Singa- 
pore economy next year. 

While growth could pick up in 
both Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines, tight monetary policies in 
Malaysia and Thailand would 
hold growth steady. 

“Infrastructure bottlenecks 
and, in the case of Malaysia some 
manpower shortages, will con- 
tinue to constrain growth in both 
economies,” the ADB report 
added. 

Growth rates in India, Bang- 
ladesh and Sri Lanka would re- 
cover from the Gulf crisis, which 
saw the loss of millions of dollars 
in remittances as expatriates fled 
Middle East jobs. 

Bnt the bank warned that 
balance-of-payments and fiscal 
deficits throughout the south 
Asian economies would remain 
large. 

“India in particular has been 
experiencing a severe foreign ex- 
change crunch. In the short term, 
the (economic) reforms could 
have a cost in terms of rapidly 
increasing imports,” cautioned 
the bank, which was founded 25 


years ago and now has a mem- 
bership of 52 nations. 

It said inflation, which had 
accelerated in all Asian countries 
in 1991, would fall again because 
of ri gh t monetary pHaes to a 
regional average of 7.5 per cent in 
1992, from 8.6 per cent this year. 

The report said Asian econo- 
mies had withstood the recession 
better this time round because 
the slowdown was limited mainly 
to North America and Britain. 
Domestic demand in man y Asian 
countries was also 'now much 
stronger, along with regional 
trade. 

Chinese imports, in particular, 
expanded by almost 20 per cent in 
1991, compared with a 13 per 
cent fall in 1990. 

The ADB also said that work) 
economic growth is expected to 
pick up next year after virtually 
stagnating in 1991, with the Un- 
ited States leading the recovery. 

It forecast that global interest 
rates would not increase signifi- 
cantly and that world trade would 
grow at about 5.0 per cent next 
year. 

The bank said that despite the 
speedy end of the Golf conflict, 
global economic performance in 
1991 had fallen short of expecta- 
tions. 

Real growth in world GNP was 
seen falling to 0.4 per cent in 
1991, from 2.0 per cent last year. 


pulled down by recession in the 
Umted States and Britain, and a 
dramatic decline in output in the 
Soviet Union and eastern 
Europe. 

But the ADB said prospects 
were better for 1992, and forecast 
world GNP growth of around 2.3 
per cent, assuming generally soft 
commodity prices, no new shocks 
to the global economy and oil 
prices of around $20 a barrel. 

It said the turnaround would be 
led by the “Anglo-Saxon” econo- 
mies, with the United States post- 
ing growth of 3.0 per cent, against 
a negative 03 per cent this year. 

Growth in Britain was seen 
recovering to 1.6 per cent in 1992, 
against a negative 1.8 per cent 
this year. 

Middle Eastern economies 
would also bounce back after the 
shock of the Gulf war, with 
growth anticipated at 113 per 
cent in 1992, against a negative 
4.0 per cent this year. 

Bnt the report said that both 
Japan and Germany would see 
slower growth in the coming year. 

“The rebound in the U.S. eco- 
nomy will continue to be led by 
the manufacturing sector, 
although it will be considerably 
weaker than the average of other 
recoveries in the post-war era,” 
said the bank. 

“The financial sector and com- 
mercial real estate will remain 


weak and a large debt overhand 
will continue to constrain invest- 
ment spending and aggregate 
consumer demand,” the report 
added. 

“There should, however, be 
some peace dividend later in the 
year as capital spending on milit- 
ary hardware begins to be chan- 
nelled into more labour intensive 
public sector projects,” the ADB 
said. 

“In Japan, it is anticipated that 
monetary policy will remain res- 
trictive, although there have been 
signs of some easing during the 
fourth quarter of 1991,” it said. 

“However, the wealth effects 
of declines in land and stock 
market prices, combined with dif- 
ficulties in the financial sector wfll 
continue to be felt,” it said. 

It said the growth in Japan’s big 
trade surplus was expected to 
continue in 1992 as the world 
economy recovered. 

“The composition of the sur- 
plus will continue to shift away 
from the United States toward 
Europe and Asia,” it said. 

Major economic difficulties in 
the Soviet Union meant that 
“even the most optimistic obser- 
vers cannot predict positive 
growth in the Soviet Union for at 
least another year.” 

It said the Soviet economy 
would contract by four to five per 
cent in 1992. 
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Cuba idles 10,000 tractors 
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HAVANA, Cota (R) — Cuba’s 
iagnculture ministry has stopped 
using 10,000 tractors at livestock 
and forestry forms because of 
shortage of fuel, the Cuban Com- 
munist Party newspaper Granina 
has said. 

‘ It was the latest step in a 
nationwide energy - saving cam- 
paign by the communist govern- 
ment triggered by serious disrup- 
tions in oil supplies from the 
Soviet Union. 

- Gr anina sad the tractors were 
hang replaced by “ anim al trac- 
tion” — horse-drawn carts- or 
yokes of oxen. •• 

The idle tractors were being 


stored in tractor parks around the 
country and would be maintained 
until fuel was available to start 
using them again, it said. 

Around 25,000 tractors were 
still in use on forms that grow 
dtrus, rice and general produce 
destined for national consump- 
tion or- export. 

Granina said measures were 
being taken to save fuel in these 
vehicles by watering-down the 
diesel fuel they used or regulating 
their fuel-injection pumps. 

The newspaper was careful to 
point out that tins drastic cutback 
in the use of fuel-powered vehi- 


cles did not apply to sugar cane, 
Cuba's main export crop. 

President Fidel Castro has said 
that Cuba 'will still cut its 1991- 
1992 sugar crop with mechanical 
harvesters as mobilising, bousing 
and feeding tens of thousands of 
workers to cut the cane by hand 
would be more expensive and less 
efficient. 

Nevertheless, the 1991-1992 
harvest, which has not yet offi- 
cially started, faces major diffi- 
culties posed by shortages of fuel, 
fertiliser , and spare parts. 

Cuba-produced 7.6 nriliion ton- 
nes of sugar in its 1990-1991 crop. 
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Kenya gets World Bank loans 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank has approved two 
loans for Kenya totalling $86 
million, bnt board sources 
warned that the country’s wel- 
accome at the bank’s lending win- 
dow is wearing thin. 

They said the bank may cut off 
all but die most basic of project 
loans to Kenya if the country foils 
to put its economy in shape and 
cut down on government corrup- 
tion. 

“We have heard a lot of prom- 
ises, but not much in die way of 
performance," said one board 


source, who declined to be identi- 
fied. 

The World Bank said that it 
will lend Kenya $55 mfllioo to 
help the country improve its uni- 
veraty system and another $31 
million for health care. Both 
loans will be for 40 years and 
carry no interest charge. 

The sources said executive 
directors from most of the major 
industrial countries were highly 
critical of Kenya’s economic per- 
formance and its alleged govern- 
ment c o r ru ption when die bank's 


board met to discuss the loans last 
month. 

In an unusual move, a sum- 
mary of the board's discussions 
was presented to the Kenyan 
government when aid donors to 
die country met in Paris under 
the chairmanship of die World 
Bank. 

The former British colony re- 
ceives about $1 billion a year 
from Western donors in aid and. 
loans bnt is currently under dose, 
scrutiny for human rights abuses, 
a crackdown on dissent and high- 
level corruption. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling -1.7720/30 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1323/28 

Canadian dollar 

1.6137/47 

Deutschemarks 

1.81908200 

Dutch guilders 

1.4267/74 

Swiss francs 

33.20/24 

Belgian francs 

5.5100/50 

French- francs 

1216/1217 

Italian lire 

129.40/50 

Japanese yen 

5.9030/80 

Swedish crowns 

6.3475/25 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2670/2720 

Danish crowns 

: One ounce of gold 36^.90/366.40 

U.S. dollars 


Soviet 
coffee 
drinkers 
face test 
of nerves 
next year 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union, plagued by a severe shor- 
tage of hard currency, has some 
more bad news for suffering con- } 
sumers — no coffee imports are 
planned for 1992. 

TASS news agency has said 
-that die Soviet Union had signed 
"no contracts for coffee purchases 
for 1992 and Soviet coffee proces- 
sing plants were facing closure 
amid shortfalls in scheduled de- 
liveries for 1991. 

“The country has not signed 
contracts to buy this product in 
1992 because of the shortage of 
bard currency funds," TASS said. 

It said the Soviet Union had 
received only about 50,000 ton- 
nes of 80,000 tonnes contracted 
from India, Vietnam and Laos 
this year. 

“India is fulfilling its obliga- 
tions bat Vietnam and Laos, 
which owe us 18,000 tonnes, have 
sent nothing so far,” TASS 
quoted V. Sszonov, an official 
with the Soyuzptodimpoit asso- 
ciation, as saying. 


Airfreight traffic declines 

IATA figures show world airlines 
registering rise in passenger growth 


GENEVA (R) — Airline passen- 
ger traffic was up worldwide in 
October for the first time this 
year, the International Air Trans- ' 
port Association (LATA) said 
Monday. 

But IATA, with 204 members 
grouping most of the world’s air- 
lines, said airfreight traffic which 
has also been severely hit over 
the past 18 months by the Gulf 
crisis and economic recession, 
was still dedining. < -■ 

Passenger traffic, which in- 
cludes revenue, numbers of 
travellers and their distance 
flown, was op three per cent in 


October against the same period 
in 1990, figures released by IATA 
in Geneva showed. 

“This is a long-awaited en- 
couragement fertile industry, but 
such late growth cannot make a big 
difference to the year’s traffic 
results,” IATA Director- 
General Gunther Eser said in a 
statement. 

At IATA’s annual general 
meeting in Nairobi in October,- 
Mrs. Eser reported that its mem- 
ben had made losses totalling 
$2.7 bflHon in 1990 and faced 
probably much heavier deficits 


this year largely' because of the 
Gulf war in January and Febru- 
ary. 

At that time, an IATA finan- 
cial report estimated losses for 
the first three months of this year, 
during which a U.S.-led allied 
coalition forced Iraq out of 
Kuwait, at $2.5 billion. 

But IATA officials had ex- 
pected an earlier recovery, and 
initially predicted September 
would see passenger traffic go 
over the 1990 level for the first 
time this year. 

In his statement Monday, Mr. 


Eser said freight traffic was still 
suffering the effects of recession. 

"The airlines have many pain- 
ful months ahead as they daw 
their way back to profitability.” 
he added. 

The IATA figures showed pas- 
senger growth in October in all 
areas of the world except South 
America. The biggest increases 
occurred in Asia. 

But IATA said it now seemed- 
unlikely that even the generally 
successful Asian carriers would 
show overall growth over the 
whole of 1991. 


Private sector to spend $872m 
in Iran’s petrochemical industry 


New technology speeds 
capital flow — Reuters head 


LONDON (R) — Reuters Man- 
aging Director Peter Job said 
Tuesday new information tech- 
nology promised to increase the 
flow of capital around the globe. 

People might be less wary ab- 
out investing in other nations as 
computer keyboards both,, them 
more about the “distant object of 
their investment” and enable 
them to complete transactions 
quickly. 

“International capital flows, 
already great, will probably in- 
crease,” Mr. Job said in a speech 
at Britain’s Royal Institute of. 


International Affairs on the influ- 
ence of world news agencies. 

“Reuters is influential because 
it is usually there, lacking any 
political motive, following events 
in a consistent manner,” Mr. Job 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s private 
sector, allowed for the first time 
to invest in the petrochemical • 
industry, is spending up to $872 
milli on in hard currency to set up 
nine plants, Oil Miniker Gbo- 
lamreza Aqazadeh said Monday. 

Quoted by Tehran Radio, he 
also said an Iranian businessman 
based in the United Arab Emi- 
rates had agreed to invest $350 


million to build a petrochemical 
plant in Iran. 

He did not name the business- 
man and it was not clear from the 
report whether his project was 
among the nine plants, which will 
produce intermediate materials 
for plastics, dyes, pharmaceutic- 
als and other industries. 

Mr. Aqazadeh first announced 
the offer for private investment in 


Renters and its sister agencies 
were “the bedrock on which tile 
fonndation of knowledge of one 
part of the world about another 
basically rests." 

A development of recent years 
was that the ability of govern- 
ments to hide the truth had begun 
to decay. 
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Starring 'Abu Awwad Family’ 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shews daily 
at 830 p.m. 

Please buy your tickets In advance 
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Suharto promotes 
Islamic bank to fight 
poverty in Indonesia 

BOGOR, Indonesia (R) — In- 
donesian President Suharto has. 
said an Islamic bank due to start 
operations next year would help 
reduce poverty. 

Indonesia has the world’s 
largest Muslim population and a 
widening gap between rich and 
poor. Both have come into sharp 
focus in the run-up to general 
elections next June and presiden- 
tial polls in 1993. 

“We have implemented many 
programmes to reduce poverty, 
but we still have not achieved 
(our goal),” President Suharto 
told prominent Muslims in the 
western Java dty of Bogor. 

President Suharto, 70, who has 
not declared whether he will seek 
another term, urged Muslims to 
buy shares in the bank, saying it 
would help graflll and medium- 
sized businesses. 

Bank Muamalat Indonesia will 
follow Islamic rules in its opera- 
tions, forgoing the taking or pay- 
ment of interest winch muslims 
consider a form of usury. 

It wfll instead lend money to 
borrowers in exchanges for a 
certain percentage of their profits 
— a scheme acceptable to Islam. 

Details of the system have yet to 
be announced. 

President Suharto said there 
were around 30 million people 
firing in poverty in Indonesia, 
many of than rural Muslims who 
have hitherto shunned banks on 
rehgkHis grounds. 

This has exacerbated the 
wealth gap which is at the heart of body. 



Suharto 

growing tensions between indige- 
nous Indonesians and the" coun- 
try’s ethnic Chinese, who domin- 
ate the economy despite being 
just three per cent of the total 
population of 182 million. 

Racfamat Saleh, president of 
the bank’s board of commission- 
ers and a former trade minister, 
said the bank already had a capit- 
al erf 110 trillion rupiah ($55 mil- 
lion). 

Its contributors include Presi- 
dent Suharto, who has purchased 
50 mflfion rupiah ($25,000) of 
shares. 

“The shareholders must be 
Muslims, but the bank can do 
business with anyone,” said 
Hasan Basri, chairman of the 
Council of Ulemas, which is In- 


petxochemkais in April as part of 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani’s plan to limit the govern- 
ment’s role in the economy. 

Iran is a major oil producer but 
hs petrochemical industry in un- 
developed. It imports $2 trillion 
worth of petrochemical products 
each year. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said the govern- 
ment would supply the new plants 
with hard currency for the initial 
investment at the “competitive” 
rate of 600 riyals per dollar — 
significantly cheaper than the 
open market rate of about 1,450 
riyals. 


The plants can buy their raw 
materials from the state-owned 
National Petroleum Company at 
a 10 per cent discount. They can 
market their products in Iran or 
abroad, the minister said. 

Some of the nine projects are 
to be built by semi-governmental 
institutions like municipalities. 
Mr. Aqazadeh said they would 
involve a total hard cash invest- 
ment of $872 million but gave no 
figure for their riyal cost. 

The government would consid- 
er authorising more privately- 
owned petrochemical projects in 
future, he added. 


JOB VACANCY 

A position with a local company for a secretary 
who commands English as well as Russian plus 
typing ability preferably English. 

For appointment please call tel. 836383 
from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 


VACANCY 

SECRETARY 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a 
vacancy for a secretary. The applicant should have 
completed secondary school and specialised train- 
ing in typing and stenography; should have a 
minimum of one year of secretarial and clerical 
experience; should be able to type in English a 
minimum of 40 words per minute. Applicant should 
be able to operate a word processor or other 
computer programmes. Salary will range from 
JD 3,753.820 per annum, however, the salary will be 
based on the qualifications and prior work experi- 
ence of the successful candidate. 

Interested candidates who believe they have 
the required qualifications to fill this position 
may apply in writing by submitting a recent 
bio data and salary history fin English to the 
following address: Personnel Office,, U.S. 
Agency for International Development, 
P.O.Box 354, Amman, Jordan. Deadline for 
submitting applications is December ii 
1991. Top candidates will be called for per- 
sonal Interview. 




World News 


Gorbachev struggles to hold 
union together with warning 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, his political 
fntnre undermined by 
Ukraine's massive vote for inde- 
pendence, fought grimly Tuesday 
to hold his disintegrating country 
together. 

He warned in an appeal to 
parliaments of the 12 republics 
that racial strife and even war 
between them could follow if the 
Soviet Union fell apart. 

And in an interview to be 
published Wednesday, he said 
that “not even Jesus Christ” 
could break the ties uniting the 
peoples of the Soviet Union, 
according to Soviet News Agency 
(TASS). 

The appeal, also distributed in 
the central Soviet parliament, 
said: “Disintegration is a sent- 
ence to millions of those who live 
outside their national republics.” 

“Disintegration is fraught with 
(the danger of) inter-ethnic, 
inter-republican clashes, even 
wars. It would be a catastrophe 
for the whole international com- 
munity.” 

He urged deputies to approve a 
draft treaty for a union of 
sovereign states, his blueprint for 
a new confederation. 

Leaders of seven republics, in- 
cluding Russia's Boris Yeltsin, 
had been due to initial the draft 


cm Nov. 25. But they decided 
instead to send it republican par- 
liaments for approval, dashing 
Mr. Gorbachev’s hopes for a 
quick signature. 

The Ukraine, the second rich- 
est republic with a population of 
53 million, says the proposed 
union treaty is dead and it will 
settle for nothing less than frill 
independence. 

The republic voted by a 9-1 
margin Sunday to secede and won 
pledges of diplomatic recognition 
from Canada and Poland. 
Washington said it was moving 
towards full diploma tic ties. 

Russian television reported 
Monday that Mr. Yeltsin had also 
decided to recognise the Ukraine, 
but Tuesday his press office de- 
clined to confirm or deny the 
report. 

Mr. Gorbachev's four-page 
appeal, dated Dec. 3 in his own 
band, did not specifically mention 
die Ukraine. But the 60-year-old 
president, who has part Ukrai- 
nian ancestry, has said several 
times be cannot imagine a new 
union without it. 

He indicated even before the 
referendnm that he would not 
consider a vote for independence 
as a bar to die Ukraine eventually 
joining his proposed new union. 

HS repeated this Monday in a 


telephone call to congratulate 
Leonid Kravchuk, elected Ukrai- 
nian presklent in a simultaneous 
ballot Sunday. 

Ukrainian leaders have uuani- 


mon catastrophe is unavoidable if 
we do not stop the process of 
dis integra tion ,'* be said. 

“That is why I ask yon in the 
coming days to discuss the draft 


moody rejected this interprets- treaty on the union of sovereign 
tion, saying that independence states and approve it.” 


means independence. But Mr. 
Gorbachev refused to accept de- 
feat. 

In his coming interview, with 
the weekly Uteratornaya Gazeta, 
Mr. Gorbachev also spoke of the 
possibility of another military 
coup, like that which removed 
him from office for three days in 
August ■ 

“There are some who expect a 
new coup. Perhaps they are even 
organising one. Someone from 
the military-industrial complex, 
someone from the (Communist) 
Party structures,” be told Liter- 
atumaya Gazeta. 

“If those who intend to stage a 
coup have even a grain of com- 
mon sense, they ought to calcu- 
late five or six steps ahead... to 
understand that they will be dis- 
graced and smashed.” 

In Tuesday’s message to repub- 
lican parliaments, Mr. Gor- 
bachev said the crisis over inde- 
pendence was tearing the eco- 
nomy apart and ruining efforts at 
refo rm. 

”1 repeat once again that com- 


Japanese 
lower house 
passes U.N. 


U.S. sets conditions for 
reco gnising Soviet republics 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. 
move towards reco gnisin g the 
Ukraine’s independence has set 


peacekeeping 

‘ ^ drives by other Soviet republics in 

Kill tiie future. 


TOKYO (R) — A controversial 
bill allowing Japanese troops to 
take part in United Nations 
peacekeeping operations cleared 
a major hurdle Tuesday, but the 
government is rating against time 


It is also a sign that American 
policy towards the Soviet Union, 
in disarray following the August 
coup that briefly toppled Soviet 


President Milchail Gorbachev, is. unclear but looks like involving 


to get it passed this year. 
The lower house of oariis 


The lower house of parliament 
voted 311-167 in favour of the 
measure, with the centrist, 
Buddhist-backed Koraeito join- 
ing forces with the rating Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

Now the bill goes to the upper 
bouse where the LDP* lacks a 
majority and will need Komeito 
support to push it through. 

Prime Minister Kiichi Nfiyaza- 
wa only has until Dec. 10 to fulfil 
LDP pledges to enact the bill this 
year. Parliamentary sources said 
he could fail and would then have 
to wait until early 1992 for upper 
bouse approval. 

The opposition Socialists and 
Communists have criticised the 
bill, arguing that to deploy troops 
abroad would violate the consti- 
tutional ban on using force to 
settle international disputes. 

The leftists also vowed to in- 
voke a 1954 upper house resolu- 
tion which declared that the 
country's military, called the Self- 
Defence Forces, would never be 
deployed abroad. 

In the lower house, the 
Japanese Communist Party and 
the Socialist Democratic Party of 
Japan could only delay delibera- 
tions on the bill, originally sub- 
mitted to parliament in Septem- 
ber by former Premier Toshiki 
Kaifu. 

Political analysts said Japan’s 
peace camp had been significant- 
ly weakened since last year 
when the opposition forced Mr. 
Kaifu to scrap a plan to send 
troops to the Gulf in non-combat 
role to support U.S.-led forces 
against Iraq. 

Instead, Japan ended up 
paying $13 billion towards the 
allied war effort. 

Mr. Kaifu did, however, send 
naval minesweepers to the Gulf 
'after the war by arguing that it 
was not a wartime deployment 
and therefore did not violate any 
laws. 

The lower house Tuesday also 
passed an amendment which 
would allow the armed forces to 
participate in disaster relief 
abroad. 

That vote was 325-153, with 
another centrist party the Demo- 
cratic Socialists, joining the LDP 
and Komeito. 

Meanwhile, South Korea, 
occupied by Japan for 35 years, 
said it was gravely concerned by 
the bill. 

“We have previously ex p re ss ed 
concern about the Japanese move 
to send armed forces abroad to 
help the peacekeeping activities 
of the Untied Nations,” a Foreign 
Ministry statement said. 

“And we can't but be worried 
as we underwent bitter experi- 
ences in the past ... we cannot but 
express our grave concern again 
as tiie peacekeeping forces bill 
was passed today.” 

The statement reflected wor- 
ries in South Korea over a possi- ' 
ble resurgence of Japanese mili- 
tarism. China has also voiced its 
opposition to the use of Japanese 
troops abroad. 


finally gaining focus again. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater announced that 
Assistant Secretary of State Tho- 
mas Niles would leave for Kiev 
immediately for consultations 
and that Secretary of State James 
Baker would travel to Kiev and 
Moscow at the end of the month. 

He listed the most important 
factors the United States wfll use 
Id determine full U.S. recogm- 
tfoqof the Ukraine following the 
referendum there Sunday in 
which the people voted overwhel- 
mingly for independence from 
Moscow’s control. 

Those factors include control 
of nuclear weapons on Ukrainian 
territory, respect for borders and 
h u ma n rights, commitment to a 
free-market economy and the 
Ukraine’s obligation with regard 
to die debts of the Soviet Unkm. 

A U.S. official said those same 
standards can also be used in 


weeks rather than months. 

“The White House stressed it 
still wanted to cooperate with Mr. 
Gorbachev and planned to ex- 
pand contacts with Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

“We are aware that independ- 
ence raises some complex issues 
to be resolved among Russia, tiie 
Ukraine and the centre (in Mos- 
cow),” said Mr. Fitzwater. : 

“Establishment of a new, coop- 
erative relationship between Rus- 
sia and Ukraine, based on open- 
ness and mutual respect, will be a 
test of whether they are making 
the tranntkHi to a democratic 
society,” he said. 

Mr. Niles said in a U.S. televi- 
sion interview later Monday that 
the Ukraiiie’s move towards inde- 
pendence appeared to mean that 
the old Soviet Union was defunct. 

Asked whether he agreed with 
a statement by Mr. Kravadmk 
that “for all practical purposes 


dealing with the independence tins means the Soviet Union no 
drives of other Soviet republics, longer exists,” Mr. Niles replied: 


including tiie largest one, Russia, “Well, it would certainly 


which has yet to hold an iade- appear to be so, but it’s a little 


pendence referendum. 


perhaps premature to write the 


“We want to look at them on a obituary of the Soviet Union.’ 


case-by-case basis but it does sort “Mr. NQes, the assistant sccret- 


of set a standard for the way we ary of state for European and 
might examine them,” the official Canadian affairs, added that 


id. making such a judgment was not 

Mr. Bush b»d tied his policy his responsibility, 
towards the Soviet Union closely •_ He said be thought Mr. Gor- 


to Mr. Gorbachev and his efforts bachev would remain “a figure of 
to the central government now some i nfl uence, some import- 


has forced the major policy shift ance, and we’ll just simply have 
“It is dear that power is shift- to see what role he’ll play in the 


ing from the centre to the repub- future.’ 


Washington, Seoul may 
review scale of war-games 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea and were not available for comment. 


the United States could review U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 


the scale of their annual “Team Cheney said at the talks that, a. 
Spirit” war games in response to nuclear-armed North Korea 

iwinlrl Im mnet cua rinne 


North Korea’s suspected de- would be “tbe most serious threat 
velopment of nuclear weapons, a to peace and stability on tbe 


Foreign Ministry official said Korean peninsula and in East 
Tuesday. Asia.” 

The official was commenting A signatory to the nuclear 
cm a report 'by South Korea's Non-Proliferation Treaty, North 


Yonhap News Agency that tbe Korea is under pressure to sign 
allies had agreed to increase the tbe follow-up midear safeguards 


scale of Team Spirit and to de- agree m e n t, which would allow 


ploy weapons used during the 
Gulf war for the exercise. 

“At tbe moment it’s very hard 
to make any detailed comments,” 
said the official, who declined to 
be named. 


international inspection of its 
nuclear facilities. 

North Korea strongly denies it 
is developing nuclear arms, but 
has refused to accept uncon- 
ditional inspection of its plant at 


* “But I think this (review) is Yongbyon, 90 kilometres north 
one of the options... that we may of Pyongyang. 


take to cope with North Korea's Tbe United States, Japan and 


nod ear development program- South Korea all say they beUeve 


me,” he said. 

Quoting diplomatic sources, 
Yonhap said in a report from 
Washington that advanced 
weapons used in the Gulf would 
remain in Sooth Korea after tbe 
exercise if North Korea am- 
tinned to ignore international 
pressure and develop nuclear 
aims. 

A leading Seoul daily, Joong- 
Ang Daily News, quoting a U.S. 
defence source, said these mea- 
sures were agreed during the 

annual military strategy fa»lh in 

South Korea last month. 

South Korean defence officials 


the North is close to acquiring tbe 
ability to make nuclear aims. 

Within days of Mr. Cheney’s 
comments, Pyongyang said it 
would sign the nuclear safeguards 
agreement when the United 
States began removing its nuclear 
weapons from tbe South. 

In September, President 
George Bush announced be was 
ending deployment of U.S. tactic- 
al trad ear weapons worldwide. 

On Nov. 28, Yonhap said the 
United States had begun to with- 
draw nuclear weapons aodJooog- 
Ang Daily News said a consider- 
able number had been removed. 


In his interview with literatur- 
naya Gazeta, Mr. Gorbachev 
warned of tiie danger of a bloody 
conflict. 

“It is all important to keep the' 
country together, to maintain the 
community of peoples, human 
peace, our inter-ethnic peace in 
which peoples’ destinies are in- 
tertwined so elaborately that no 
one will sort them out,” be said in 
an extract published by TASS. 

“Even Jesus Christ will not 
untangle these knots.” 

There have been ethnic dashes 
or armed confrontations in a 
series of trouble-spots along the 
Soviet Union's southern fringe 
but no outbreaks in the heart- 
land. 

Bat tensions threatened in 
Romanian-majority Moldova, 
where two secessionist districts 
held their own elections Sunday. 

A senior Moldovan parliamen- 
tary official told TASS the results 
erf tiie voting, in the predominant- 
ly Russian Dnestr and the Turkic 
Gagauz regions, would be annul- 
led. 


lies,” said the U.S. official, 
though quick to add that Mr. 
Gorbachev was not powerless. 

“He’s still a figure of power 
and influence and importance, 
bat it's an evolving situation and 
we have to examine it carefully,” 
be said. 

The timetable for full U.S. 
recognition of the Ukraine is 


Khmer 
Rouge 
to return 
to Phnom 
Penh 


PATTAYA, Thailand (R) — 
Khmer Rouge leader Khi eu Sam- 
phan, who was attacked by an 
angry mob and thrown out of 
Phnom Penh last week, said 
Tuesday he intended to return to 
the Cambodian capital. 

“Yes,” the small, bespectacled 
Maoist leader said to reporters 
who asked him if he would return 
to the city he helped turn into a 
ghost town when tiie Khmer 
Rouge ran Cambodia in the 
1970s. 

“Mr. Khieu Samphan and his 
colleagues will return to Phnom 
Penh in a few days,” said Hun 
Sen, premier of tiie government 
which the Khmer Rouge had 
been trying to oust for 13 years. 

Both men spoke to reporters 
after leaving a four-faction meet- 
ing of members of the Supreme 
National Council (SNQ, Cambo- 
dia’s U.N.-mandated reconcilia- 
tion body. 

The meeting had to be switch- 
ed to Thailand after a crowd- 
attacked Mr. Khieu Samphan 
within hours of his return to 
Phnom Penh last Wednesday 
under a U.N.-sponsored peace 
plan. 

Diplomats who attended the 
talks said this time the Khmer 
Rouge would take up residence in 
the SNCs Phnom- Penh head- 
quarters, a solid cement art deco 
structure surrounded by a thick, 
high wall. 

The headquarters, a former 1 
government guest bouse where ! 
visiting heads of state and other | 
senior officials were once boosed, 
will also be home to some U.N. 
officials, they said. 

This would provide tbe Khmer 
Rouge with the moral protection 
of the world body, they said. 
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Togolese 
premier 
arrested 
in army 
attack 


Vance tours Osijek, 
checks Yugoslav truce 


BELGRADE (R) — United Na- “Most reports of lack of impfe- 

tions envoy Cyrus Vance, trying mentation (of the ceasefire) come 


to arrange a peace-keeping force from tbe Osijek area. We want 
for Yugoslavia, visited tbe front- fun comptianee by afi parties,” a 


line city of Osijek Tuesday to U.N. spokesman said. 


check on die ceasefire he says is 
an essential pre-condition. 


Mr. Vance arrived in Yugosla- 
via Sunday to investigate whether 


LOME (R) — Togo’s Prime 
Minister Josbep Kokou Koffigob 
was arrested Tuesday after sofl- 
diers attacked his office, a milit- 
ary communique said, and some 
deaths were reported. 

“He is in the hands of the 
Togolese Armed Forces and is 
-completely safe,” a communique 
read on state radio said. 

The troops, appearently loyal 
to strongarm President Gnassing-. 
be Eyadema, used tanks,' 
machine guns and small arms in 
their attack which lasted about 15 
minutes. 

A telephone operator reached 
inside the building before com- 
munications were cut said: “They 
have come in with tanks. There 
are some dead. Come and help 
us.” 

Ambulance sirens could be 
heard near the prime minister’s 
office later in the morning. 

Reporters in the capital beard 
heavy bombardment . and small 
arms fire from about 0700 GMT 
until 0715 GMT. There was spor- 
adic firing afterwards. 

There was no way to reach tbe 
prime minister's seaside office, 
where he had been held a virtual 
prisoner for the past six days with 
aides and about 50 to 60 loyal 
soldiers. 

The troops who began their 
effort to overthrow Togo’s tran- 
sitional democratic government 
last week demanded Mr. Koffi- 
'goh’s replacement and sweeping 
changes in the government instal- 
led in the tiny West African 
country in August by a national 
conference. 

In their communiqne, broad- 
cast shortly after 0900 GMT, the 
soldiers cautioned against any up- 
surge of violence by the young 
pro-democracy demonstrators 
who were one of the driving 
forces behind the efforts to end 
Gen. Eyadema’s rale. 

<r We do not want to see any 
more of those rock-throwing peo- 
ple in tbe streets,” the communi- 
que said. 

Tpgo, a country of 3.2 million 
people whose leader Gen. Eyade- 
ma in 1963 mounted black Afri- 
ca’s first post-independence 
coup, was virtually cut off from 
tiie outside world. 

Land borders and the interna- 
tional airport were closed and 
telephone and telex links, which 
have worked intermittently, were 
again cut. 


Omiijm television, monitored U.N. troops can be seat to keep 
in Zagreb, showed tbe former the peace while a European Com- 


U.S. Secretary of State in tbe mumty-sponsored conference rc- 
beavfly battered east Croatian sumes between Yugoslavia’s war- 


town after arriving from tiie ring republics. 


federal capital Belgrade. 


Following talks Monday with 


. P ^ 1 though the Serbia,, p rcs ident Slobodan 

foies after visiting the town of MQlo&evic Federal Defence 


Dal jot tbe Danube Riwrabout V djko Kadijevic, Mr. 

30 kilometres east of Osijek, Vance ^ progress had been 


where the Belgrade^^.nem ^ problems remained. 


agency, Tanjug, said he held talks He has said conditions for de- 


with Yugoslav federal army offie* ploying the troops include a solid 
ers stationed there. v 3 - - 


ceasefire, the de-blocfcading by 


nrffo reported that ftmxs of fedwalamy 

Osijek, badly damaged m weeks barracks in Croatia and agree- 


of bombardment by the army and ment between the parties on how 
Serbian irregulars, had again ^ wbcre to station ^ U Nt 


come under sporadic shelling 
overnight. But it was largely quiet 
as Mr. Vance arrived, reports In a 
from both sides said. tensfor 


In an apparent sign of easing 
tension, Zagreb Radio said the 


U.N. officials said Mr. Vance federal navy bad lifted its block- 
had agreed with all sides to visit ade of all Croatian ports except 


Osijek to see bow tbe ceasefire he Dubrovnik following t alk s Mon- 
brokered nfaft days ago — the day night between the Croats and 


14th in five months of figh ting in navy commanders. The situation 
Yugoslavia — was faring in what in Dubrovnik, under siege by 


is now the principal hotspot of the land sea for weeks, was unclear, 


conflict. 


it said. 


Kenya 
agrees 
to end 
one-party 
rule 



NAIROBI (R) — Kenya's r uling 
party agreed Tuesday to legalise 
opposition parties, effectively en- 
ding decades of single-party rale 
in the East African country. 

The move was a startling poli- 
tical about-turn following months 

of international and domestic iwm Amm Mai 
pressure. 

“From today, everyone Is the c o nsti t u tion. Let us search 

j ■ m _ * . -az n : 


allowed to register their party,” out the opposition,” toe presi- 
Fresadent Daniel Arap Moi told dent, 67 and in power since 1978, 


about 3,500 cheering and foot- 'said to deafening applause. 


s to mpin g delegates at a special A formal vote so the proposal 


conference of his Kenya African was expected later Tuesday, bat 
Nations! Union (KANU) Party, attorney Amos Wako told Ren- 


An appeal by Mr. Arap Moi 
for party backing to repeal sec- 
tion 2A of Kenya’s constitution 


ten that its adoption was a mere 
formality. 

“In principle, tins is it Section 


— tbe danse banning aHopposi- 2A is removed,” he said. Mr. 


tion movements — wasoverwheJr Arap Moi cautioned that all fu- 


mingly passed by a show of tore parties would need to have a 


hands. 

“Let us remove section 2A of 


national and not tribal base to be 
permitted. 


Cholera threatens Brazil’s cities 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A 
Latin American cholera epidemic 
has spread into Brazil from Peru 
and now threatens-- Brazil’s teem- 
ing cities and shantytowns, 
according to health and sanitation 
experts. 

They said in interviews in the 
last few days that the consequ- 
ences of cholera, which has killed 
more than 3,000 people in Latin 
America this year, could be catas- 
trophic in cities like Rio and Sao 
Paulo. 

Cases of the bacterial disease in 
Brazil are still few compared to 
neighbouring Pern, where tbe 
disease appeared last January for 
the first time in a century. About 
270,000 people in Peru have been 


stricken this year. About 2,500 
have died. 

Though a prevention program- 
me has so far had good results, 
officials say, health experts say it 
is only a matter of time before 
cholera hits hard in Latin Amer- 
ica's biggest country. 

“It is inevitable Cholera will 
arrive m Rio,” said Eh. Jorge 
Darae, director of a Rio Doctor’s 
Association. “If the picture re- 
mains as it is, if the authorities do 
not take any measures, we could 
have an alarming situation.” 

According to the National 
Health Secretariat there have 
been 351 cases of cholera and 
four deaths in Brazil. 

The first known cholera case in 
Rio came from the Amazon 


basin, carried by a soldier return- 
ing home from duty in the jungle 
where be contracted the disease. 
He became fll in Rio. 

Cholera causes intense di- 
arrhoea. and cramps and can lead 
to kindey failure, though it is 
usually not fetal. 

Tbe state of Brazil's basic san- 
tions services — the bulwark 
against cholera wherever it 
appears — “is absolutely tragic,” 
said Luiz Otavio Mota Pereira, 
president of tbe Association of 
Sanitary and Environmental En- 
gineers. 


About 20 million of Brazil’s 
144 million people have no access 
to dean water and 75 miUkm live 
without proper sewage systems. 


Timor shooting is an aberration — Australian envoy 


DILI, East Timor (R) — Austra- 
lia’s ambassador to Indonesia ar-, 
rived in East Timor Tuesday ex- 


and the head of the locally domi- 
nant Roman Catholic Church. 
He appealed for dialogue 


pressing alarm at tbe army shoot- rather than demonstrations to re- 


ing of mourners here three weeks 


“Australia was shocked and 
alarmed at the scale of tbe event 
that took place and in fo r m ation 
that has emerged about the ex- 
tent of tbe tragedy that occurred 
in tbe province,” Philip Hood 
told reporters on arrival at be 
airport in the capital, Dili. 

“As our minister have ex- 
plained, we believe tbe events 
were an aberration perpetrated 
by a section of the military.” 

Some reports say up to 180 
people died when soldiers opened 
fire on mourners at a Dili cemet- 
ery on Nov. 12. Tbe military says 
19 died. 

Indonesia has been interna- 
tionally condemned for the shoot- 
ing but Mr. Flood refused to 
comment when asked if his gov- 
ernment was trying to persuade 
Jakarta to agree to a mission by 
the United Nations to investigate 
the shooting. 

Jakarta says its own govern- 
ment commission is sufficient. 

■ Mr. Flood, on a five-day visit 
to the former Portuguese oolony 
which Indonesia annexed in 1976,. 
will meet tbe local governor, tbe 
territory’s military commander 


Ueve tension between the two 
neighbouring countries, which 
have seen a wave of protests in 
Australia and counter-protests in 
Indonesia over the Nov. 12 vio- 
lence. 


“I believe cool heads are 
needed in both countries to dis- 
cuss the issues confronting us," 
he said. 

The .official Indonesian News 
Agency Monday quoted un- 
named sources as saying that an 
Australian charity. Community 
Action Abroad (CAA), may 
have masterminded the incident. 

CAA, whose interpreter was 
killed in the shooting, rejected 
the charge but East Timor milit- 
ary Brigadier-General Rudolf 
Warouw said he would investi- 
gate. 


mission Djaelani, who admitted 
earlier he was having trouble 
'meeting relatives and witnesses, 
finally found a woman Tuesday 
morning searching for her mis- 
sing son. 

“We don’t know whether he’s 
still alive. Someone saw him 
being shot,” said Maria Judith of 
her 20-year old son Emilio 
Roberto Neves Rein. 


Mrs. Judith, dressed in mourn- 
ing, told reporters at the hotel 
where the commission ws staying 
that she had been barred from a 
military hospital where the in- 
jured were being treated. 

“I have been trying for 21 days. 
I have been searching for him at 
police headquarters and military 
headquarters.” 

The name of her son, a high 
school drop-out, was not among 
those listed dead. 


“We will thoroughly study the 
report,” said Warouw, who spent 
his second day giving testimony 
to a government commission in- 
vestigating the shooting. 

Indonesia's information minis- 
ter in Jakarta again criticised, 
foreign journalists who had been 
in East Timor at the time but 
travelling as tourists. 

Head of the government com- 


Jakarta has banned two foreign 
journalists who witnessed tbe 
East Timor shootings from re- 
turning to Indonesia, accusing 
them of misusing their to ur is t 
visas. 

The official Antara news agen- 
cy quoted Immigration Director- 
General Sikap Sfrntraya as saying 
Allan Nairn and Amy Goodman 
would be prevented from return- 
ing for about six months, though 
the period could be extended. 


Mr. Naim, who was working 
for the News Yorker magazine, 
said be and Ms. Goodman of 
New York radio station WBAI 
were badly beaten by troops. 
Both gave graphic accounts to the 
press of what happened. 

Meanwhile, five East Timorese 
independence movement leaders 
said they were bitterly dis- 
appointed by their talks Tuesday 
with Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke. 

They talked to Mr. Hawke for 
10 mimitrs in Parliament House 
and spent a further two hours 
with Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans bot were unable to obtain 
a change in Australia’s good rela- 
tions policy towards Indonesia, 
its northern neighbour. 

“We were bitterly disappointed 
by the response of the Australian 
government,” Joao Carrascalao, 
vice-president of the pro-inde- 
pendence Timorese Democratic 
Movement, told reporters. 

“We expected s o meth i ng new 
fort nothing new emerged,” he 
said. 

“Australia's policy of appease- 
ment with Indonesia has done 
nothing,” delegation member 
Jose Ramos-Horta said. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from Mr. Hawke or Mr. 
Evhns on the talks. 
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Austria’s Christinas 


devil beating ( is . X 
out of control 


VIENNA (R) — An Austrian .j ? 1 
Christmas tradition where 
dressed as fur- dad devils bra 
women and children wife bran$ 
ches is getting out of hand, 
women’s organisation said Mod- 
day. Traditional celebrations of r 
the feast of St. Nicholas on Dec. 5 .<> ;7 ‘ 
and 6 involve household visits by - 
people dressed as the saint who -V- ... 
rewards good children with 
sweets, and by woodensmasked C; ' * 
“krampus” devils who give 1 Ky- 
tighthanded symbolic “beating** - 
and' a lump of coal to naughty 
ones. Bat in many villages the ’ - 
festival has turned into an annual ' 
rampage by teams of branch, 
wielding krampuses, anonymo® 
behind grimacing, homed masks, % 
who pursue their victims through W 
village streets. “Last year . - 
beard from many women aboat 
violent assaults and one woman - « 
was really beaten,” said Angelika •- - . - ; 
Hoed], leader of the Initiative' "l’ 
Against Violence Towards V. 
Women and Children on Krato* 
pus Day in the southern province '.V" 
of Carinthia. “This tradition a 
being used increasingly to cany .S' 4 * 
out drunken, masked assaults. It j ' 
has little to do with tradition and 
we think the authorities are doing > - r 
far too little about it.” Hoed .: ;:i 
added that the tradition bad 
ceased to be fun for many dnlr s'- ■ 
dren who were terrified of the 
dancing devils. The women’s -t : ‘ : 
group plans to operate an 
emergency telephone help line 
where krampKis victims can get 
advice and support. “We heaid 
that last year a woman was even >eaj' 2 r 
raped in one village pub,” Hoed 
said. “But the whole thing was 
played down and passed off as 4 
harmless fun.” : : - 


Santa abused when 
the lollies ran out '■ 


WELLINGTON (R) — Santa 
Claus was kicked and called a 
“mean old bastard” when be ran 
out of lollies and balloons during 
a Christmas parade at the 
weekend in the New Zealand 
village of Kaikohe. John Reid, 
walking among a crowd of town- 
sfolk dressed as Santa, said dril* 
dren started swearing and kicking 
mm when his stocks of goodwill 
dried up. Adults also lost theft 
seasonal cheer and became rude 
and aggressive, asking him if be 
represented government cutbacks 
Tbe New Zealand government 
has slashed welfare spending in 
tbe past year. “Nothing like that 
happened at last year’s parade, 
but to be called on Saturday a 
mean old bastard is a serious 
social indicator and the govern- 
ment ought to take note," Santa 
added. 


Indonesia looks for 
alternative to lottery 

JAKARTA (R) — The Indone- 
sian government has appeared to 
be yielding to criticis m from its 
Muslim majority who say the 
state lottery breaks an Islamic 
ban on gambling and should be 
stopped. “I think tbe need for an 
alternative is understandable. 
The government is looking,” 
coordinating Minister forpobtica] 
and security affairs Sudotrio told 
reporters. In the past he has said 
that if it offended any one they, 
need not buy a ticket However, 
though alternatives would be 
sought, he said the licence would 
still be renewed next month for 
the three-year old lottery, called 
philanthropic donations with 
prizes. Over 90 per cent of In- 
donesians are Mmdhn. The state 
allows freedom of religion. and 
several cabinet ministers -are 
Christian, inducting Mr. Sudqmo. 
The lottery issue has been tafcenA 
up by several Muslim groups/ 
some of which have been accused 
of using the proceeds. Thousands 
of Muslims in the past month 
have protested against the lottery 
and political analysts say it 
threatens to become a. .vwfa . 
issue in next June’s general elec- 
tion. 


The perfect pets 
for Christmas — 2 
Siberian tigers 


LIMERICK, Ireland (R) — A 
fanner has found a perfect. Christ 
mas gift for his 13 -year-old 
daughter in Ireland — two ffl** 
rian tigers. Bnt i mp o rta tion of the 
four-year-old tigera by: fara£( 
Sta fford Taylor provoked a pfo- f 
test from atrinmi welfare offidik'- 
Neigh boors of the' Country 
Limerick farmer are also worried 
the tigers could escape froth fear- 
spccaDy built enctosnre “Tb**. 
8 more chance of someooegB*''' 
ting h urt by a boU than the* 
getting out. I am hoping they . 
breed. By April we could ha«i 
cubs if we are lucky.” Mr. Tag#* 
said. Hie tigers used to psfbri* 
in a British circus whose cwh' 
deod ed to replace them in hsatf 
with. Bom, K: 






